
 

Ardoch Parish Church Guild 

Motto: Whose we are, and Whom we serve 
Strategy: ‘Look Forward in Faith’ 
Theme: ‘Wee Seeds, Big Trees’ 

Keeping You in the Loop                        September 22 

Dear Guild Members, 
The Guild Committee had a meeting on 23rd August with the purpose of completing the 
syllabus and – among other things - organising Guild Week. 
The Syllabus is now complete and it looks very interesting. When the Link comes out you 
will see a little more detail of what lies ahead from October until December and of course 
when you receive your copy of the syllabus you will have all the details you need to look 
further ahead and put dates in your diary. 
At our first meeting on October 6th we welcome Kate Clements who is to come and share 
with us about visiting Hungary to help distribute Blythswood Boxes. Along with Blackford 
Church we at Ardoch have been involved with this charity for many years and it will be 
lovely to get an update on the work of Blythswood Care. 
We have maintained our membership fee at £20 – that includes capitation fees that go to 
Guild head office and a contribution to Guild funds. If you manage to bring along someone 
new to Ardoch Guild please do say that it is Guild policy not to charge a membership fee for 
the first year of attendance at any or all of our meetings. Hopefully, this might encourage 
folks to come along to a meeting that is of interest to them and perhaps become a regular 
visitor.  
 
Details about Guild week – 10th -18th September (inclusive). 
Saturday 10th September 10.30am to approximately 3.30pm - we are to Livestream the 
Guild Annual Gathering from the Assembly Hall in Edinburgh to our Church hall here in 
Braco.  
We intend to start at 10am with tea/coffee and the livestream will start at 10.30am. and 
continue until approximately 3.30pm (with a catered light lunch break included).  
Some of us will want to be present for the complete day.  However, the event is such that 
you are welcome to come and go throughout the day. We appreciate that you may have 
commitments but do try to come along for a while depending on what is personally 
possible for you. Invites have been sent to Blackford Church and Comrie, Crieff and Muthill 
Guilds so hopefully we may have a very chatty lunch break! 
I attach the schedule for the Livestream and you will notice that there are no timings given. 
So, although we know the livestream is to begin at 10.30am the programme will continue 
until lunchtime is announced. We think that will be for 1 hour. Then the afternoon session 



will happen. No further information is given to guide us but everything will proceed as per 
the schedule.  
Programmes (containing the schedule) will be available on the day. 
We are indebted to our technical team of Christine Souter, Sue Crorie and Maureen James 
for facilitating this event. 
 
On Sunday 12th September Guild members are encouraged to undertake a random act of 
kindness today. Take someone for coffee, give an older person a call, make some goodies 
and give them away. The list of possibilities is endless.  
 
On Thursday 15th September we are to hold an ‘Afternoon Tea’ 2 - 4pm. Please do invite a 
friend or neighbour along and advertise this Guild fundraiser as much as you can. All 
monies raised from this event will go to our Guild Projects: 
 ‘Home for Good’ is a Christian charity that is passionate about finding homes for every 
child who needs one. They work to inspires people to think about fostering and adoption 
and hopefully they will be able to build and extend their network of volunteers in Scotland. 
The second charity is a project run by Pioneers UK who have partnered with ‘Chocolate 
Heaven’ a small business in south east Asia. The aim is to help them raise awareness of 
their work and encourage people to support them in prayer, and to enable them to 
improve and expand the business and bring blessing and hope to the workers, their families 
and local community.  
 
Guild rededication will take place on Sunday 18th September. You are asked to wear your 
Guild badge (if you have one). Please meet in the church hall prior to the church service so 
that we can enter the church as a body and hopefully sit together as a group at the front of 
the church as we have done in the past. The service is being organised by our President 
Heather Macdonald and delivered by Guild members. 
Guild Outing Thursday 13th October: there will be a sign up sheet at our first meeting of the 
session (5th October) for those of you who would like to go on the Guild outing to The 
Scottish Arts and Antiques Centre, Doune where we will have lunch at Cafecirca at 1pm. 
We intend to meet up at the Village Hall at 12.15pm and travel in cars to the location.  
Praying for schools: 
Please pray for pupils, students and teachers and all ancillary staff that they settle with ease 
into school/college routines. We pray especially for the younger pupils who are starting 
school. Where pupils are to have a new teacher or change school pray that this transition is 
made easy by all concerned. Pray for our older students who are moving on to tertiary 
education at college, university and the Glasgow Conservatoire. Pray for parents and 
guardians that their support and encouragement of their children will bear fruit.  
‘Castle Couture at Blair Castle’ Rare dresses – some over 250 years old have been found in 
the attic of Blair Castle. These exquisitely made outfits were stashed in trunks marked 
simply “clothes”. 
Forgotten for years, they were recently found by a curious member of castle staff, and –
incredibly – looked as pristine as the day they were taken off for the last time. 
‘Castle Couture at Blair Castle’ runs until 30th October 2022. It might be worth a visit if you 
can get your act together! 


