
 

Ardoch Parish Church Guild 

Motto: Whose we are, and Whom we serve 
Strategy: ‘Look Forward in Faith’ 
Theme: ‘Wee Seeds, Big Trees’ 

Keeping You in the Loop         July 22 

Dear Guild Members, 
Having been out of circulation for two weeks with both John and I being infected by covid I missed sending 
out a July Newsletter. We are both now recovered and tentatively getting out and about again.  
This next bit of writing I did mid-June anticipating the imminent school holidays.  
It is a memory of a favourite activity we, as a family, did throughout school holidays when I was primary 
age:-  

Recently I was told that the Braco Primary school pupils were to come to church for an end of year 
service. This brought back so many memories for me of end of terms where we would all troupe as a 
school to church and sing ‘Summer Suns Are Glowing’ and suchlike and eventually empty from the church 
in an orderly manner only to whoop with joy on finally being released into a long, hot, seemingly endless 
Summer holiday!  
One of the absolute pleasures of our Summer holiday was our regular walks we went with mum. She tied 
string around the jelly jars and all five of us had one to carry on our adventure. We also were given a 
penny! 

Children from our neighbourhood would join us on our walks and they too would, if they could, 
bring along a jelly jar and a penny… and some had small fishing nets. So, mum walked with a rag-tag group 
of kids following on out of Sauchenbush and on to the Chapel Level.  Soon, the kids were walking in a long 
line - arms outstretched outwards as we balanced precariously on top of the dry-stane dyke. Other 
children were stamping on the sticky tar on the heated, car free road or playing ‘tig’ as we moved along.  

Eventually we would hit Chapel Village and one of us was sent to knock at the door of a cottage 
there. Out would come a friendly body with a tray of assorted ‘penny things’ and we would line up to 
deliberate upon what lovely treat we would choose. Perhaps a ‘Penny Dainty,’ 4 ‘fruit salads’ or ‘black 
jacks’, a liquorice pipe or strap, a sugar coated ‘dummy’ or a paper twist of ‘Rainbow Drops or ‘Midget 
Gems’. A McCowan’s ‘Penny Dainty’ was one of life’s great pleasures - but breaking one in two was always 
difficult without the aid of a poker. Halving a penny dainty was a kindness only to be shared with a best 
friend.  

As we travelled on we left the pavement, and took narrow pathways often overgrown where small 
arms were lifted high to avoid stinging nettles. Mum gathered dockens and rubbed stung arms and legs but 
all too soon we came out on to a brae that took us down to the edge of a pond. But this was no ordinary 
pond. It was said to have been created by a German bomber during WW2 as it had jettisoned some 
‘bombs’ (meant for Rosyth Dockyard). Over the years it had filled with water and was the most magical 
place for young children to explore armed with jelly jars to catch all sorts of things of interest. We were 
there for what seemed like aeons and the time passed too quickly before we were called and assembled 
ready for departure. We always went a different way on our homeward journey but usually we were led 
into an area where there were loganberries, raspberries, blackberries and gooseberries in great 
abundance. Jelly jars were filled and so were our stomachs.  

Although now tired the trudge back home was never too long because we laughed and talked with 
friends and gathered posies of beautiful wild flowers to take home.  



Eventually we scattered as we neared our homes – happy but weary.  I am sure there were many 
parents who shared a quiet evening together….. with children in bed earlier than usual – and asleep! 
Pat Duncan. 
 
The Following prayer is taken from ‘Guild Week’. Dear Lord, as our children and young people 
enjoy their summer holidays, keep them safe from harm. Refresh their minds ready for their return 
to nursery, school, college or university. We remember particularly all who will receive exam 
results shortly after 8th August week. Whatever they are, Lord, help them remember that you have 
a plan for each of them. 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 "For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." 

Sunshine Club 

‘Fish and Ships’  
Lyndsey Thomas and the rest of the Youth Team have organised a week of morning 

activities for primary pupils beginning Monday 18th to Friday 22nd July inclusive from 10am 

until 12.30pm. 

Posters are up on the church noticeboard and outside the village shop. 

Children must have completed P1 to participate and sign up sheets are available. Please be 

proactive and encourage youngsters to become involved in this event. It is always a lot of 

fun and everyone enjoys the action packed week. 

  
Charles Robertson, the Session Clerk, asked all church organisations if they would give a brief resume of their 

activities during last session and a summary of plans going forward. A report about the Guild was given by Pat 

Duncan, Guild Secretary. 

GUILD WEEK 

Besides all the meetings that will take place from October 2022 to April 2023 we are also planning what we will do 
during Guild Week (Saturday 10TH September to Sunday 18th September inclusive).  
So, here are some dates for your diary and hopefully you will be able to participate as much as you are able. 

 
Saturday 10th September (10.30am – approximately 3.30pm). This year, for the first time, we hope to live 
stream from the Annual Guild Gathering from the Assembly hall in Edinburgh directly to our church hall 
here in Braco. This will be an all day event with catering - morning Coffee, light lunch and afternoon tea 
being provided. We are hopeful that members will come along for all or part of the day. 
We are hopeful that Guild members from other local churches may also be able to join us. 
Sunday 11th September will be a Random Day of Kindness. Phone a friend you haven’t been in contact for 
a while – or write a newsy letter! Or why not ask someone after church to accompany you for a coffee and 
chat…. or lunch. Or how about a wee bar of chocolate popped through a neighbour’s letterbox? Get your 
thinking cap on. Be random, perhaps anonymous but show someone you care! 
Thursday 15th September 2-4pm We are to hold an afternoon tea – a fundraiser for Guild Projects in the 
Church Hall. 
Sunday 18th September Guild rededication service and there will be an after church catering event that 
Sunday. 
More details will be available after the Guild Committee meet in August.  
Dates for diaries: 

Lunch Outings 

Thursday 13th October 1pm we are to Lunch at Café Circa at Doune where there is an extensive antiques emporium 

to look around either before or/and after lunch at 1pm. Names to Pat on or before the first Guild meeting on 6th 

October 22. Meet at the Village Hall for transport by car.  

Thursday 19th January – lunch at Auchterarder Golf Course at 1pm.  Names of those going on or before January 4th 

Guild meeting. Meet at the village hall for transport by car. 


