
 

Ardoch Parish Church Guild Motto: 
Whose we are, and Whom we serve 

Strategy: ‘Look Forward in Faith’ 
Theme: Wee Seeds, Big Trees 

Keeping You in the Loop         June 2022 
To all Guild Members, 
You will see from the heading that the Guild new theme for session 22/23 is ‘Wee Seeds, Big Trees’. No doubt that 
topic will be the focus of our Guild rededication service in September.  
Already we have been recipients of seeds at various events in the church. The Youth Team gave out packets of 
sunflowers seeds at the conclusion of their pre Easter event. Mine are all planted in various locations in the garden 
and I can see them already poking up through the earth. I have already bought longish canes to offer the sunflowers 
the support they will need if they are to reach their full potential. The sunflower is Ukraine’s national flower and so I 
am constantly reminded not only to pray for a resolution to this awful conflict but also to pray for all the young ones 
who are so well fed spiritually, and in so many other ways, by the Youth Team. We are so fortunate to have such a 
dedicated team in our church.  
You will also remember that our Guild president, Heather, gave us all a gift of potted nasturtium seeds at our April 
meeting. My seeds have come on well and now the seedlings, which are of the trailing variety, have been inserted 
into one of my hanging baskets. I wonder how many of you have taken care and nurtured your seeds? 
 The third event was when Gordon Roy came to preach one Sunday at Ardoch Church. He gave us all a pot to take 
home containing a pepper seed. My seedling is still very small but I have high hopes that with care and attention it 
will grow and produce fruit.  
This same care and attention is something that is so important not only for the children with whom we come into 
contact but also in cultivating our friendships and maintaining our familial relationships. We all know that love is 
everything. We need to feel love, to give it and to receive it too in order to thrive and we all know that God is the 
source of love. Some seeds survive in the harshest of terrain but Wee Seeds generally need so much tending and 
nourishing to eventually reach their full potential bearing blossom and fruit.  
 

The Jubilee Fun Day is now organised and everyone should have received a brochure detailing the 
proposed activities. The whole day is ‘free’ and the Guild is doing a Coffee Morning with a set up at 10am, 
and starting at 10 30 am until 12.30pm. 
In response to the questionnaire 7 Guild members volunteered to help out on the day and 11 said they 
would do some baking. Could you give me your name if you did volunteer to serve on the day (01786 880 
877) and/or provide baking. I am happy to receive baking here at 3 Ardoch Way or you can bring it along to 
the Village Hall on Saturday morning. 
Eating events will happen all day so any goodies left over from the Coffee Morning will no doubt be 
consumed at other catering opportunities as the day progresses. 
The Outreach team, who are doing afternoon teas 2-4pm, are preparing strawberry tarts! So, do make a 
point of visiting the village hall at different times of the day (and evening) to enjoy the activities, 
entertainments and events that have been laid on.  
All good wishes,  
Pat. 
At the recent Guild Committee Meeting we looked carefully at the Questionnaire responses where Guild 
members voted to continue with the 2pm start to our Guild meetings and to also continue to hold the 
World Day of Prayer as our March Guild meeting. 



Distribution of Guild funds was discussed and the following monies have been distributed to various 
charities: 
Mary’s Meals £100 (plus £50 already given in September). 
Ardoch Church £400 
Beat – Eating Disorders £50 (they have already received £200) 
Kazunu Village of Hope £50 (they have already been given £200) 
Scottish Air Ambulance £50 
Salvation Army £50 
Red Cross £50 
It should also be noted that Erskine Hospital received £100 in November, the Church collection for Ukraine 
was boosted by £40 from the Guild and £200 was given to the World Day of Prayer. 
Total given by Ardoch Guild to charities 2021/2022 = £1,340. 
Well done everyone for your various efforts and contributions to making Guild session 21/22  a very 
successful year of giving. 
The Syllabus for session 22/23 is almost complete. It looks very varied and interesting. For those of you 
who voted to have a craft activity – we are ‘on it’ devising something for January when it is often difficult 
to book speakers who are not local because of the likelihood of bad weather. We have also included an 
Autumn outing and another visit to the Auchterarder Golf Club for lunch mid January. 
Guild week is going to be a bit fuller than usual this year.  
10th September we are to stream the Annual Guild Gathering from the Assembly Hall in Edinburgh. This will 
take place in the church hall and Guild members are invited to come for the full session or come and go at 
will. More details re times will be given in the August issue. 
There will be catering at this event – morning coffee, a light lunch and afternoon tea – so come and join in 
as and when you can. We look forward to see you! 
Sunday 11th September – Random Act of Kindness – more on that at a later date. 
Thursday 15th September will be an Afternoon Tea for Guild Funds. 
Sunday 18th September is the date for the Rededication service – and there will also be an after church 
catering event  for Guild projects. 
Praying for schools. Please pray for all those children who are sitting exams this year. Pray also for the new 
headteacher at Braco Primary who will soon be taking up her post.  

*On another note – I have an art exhibition starting on Thursday 2nd June (on show for the whole of June) 

at the Dunblane Museum. Pop in if you can and you will see what I have been getting up to in my spare 
time over the past year. 
The Museum opens at 10.30am and is shut on Wednesdays. Pat Duncan. 


