
 

 

Today, like one of the disciples Jesus has just called, we join 
Jesus and his family at a wedding. Despite his time having “not 
yet come” Jesus points ahead to want that will mean with what 

Gospel writer, John calls “the first of the signs.” 

As we worship today—in person, online or as we read through 
this order of service—may we see the glory of Jesus revealed. 

Let’s turn our minds to him with prayer. 
 

Creator God, abundant giver, at a wedding in Cana you turned the 
ordinary into the extraordinary. We come to you, ready for you to turn 

our ordinariness into something extraordinary for you today. 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen 

 

Our first hymn draws its inspiration from various words, 
phrases and titles of Jesus from across the Bible  
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Give my praise to the Fountain of delights; 
For in my helplessness You heard my cry, 

And waves of mercy poured down on my life. 

I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer, 
I will sing of the blood that never fails; 

Of sins forgiven, of conscience cleansed, 
Of death defeated and life without end. 

Beautiful Saviour, Wonderful Counsellor, 
Clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 
You’re the Way, the Truth, the Life. 

Star of the Morning, glorious in holiness, 
You’re the Risen One, heaven’s Champion 

And You reign, You reign over all. 

I long to be where the praise is never-ending, 
Yearn to dwell where the glory never fades; 

Where countless worshippers will share one song, 
And cries of ‘worthy’ will honour the Lamb! 

Stuart Townend Copyright © 1998 Thankyou Music  

 

John Souter reads from John 2:1-11. 

2 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ 
mother was there, 

2 
and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited 

to the wedding. 
3 
When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to 

him, “They have no more wine.” 
4 
“Woman,

 
why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not 

yet come.” 
5 
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

6 
Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for 

ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. 
7 
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled 

them to the brim. 
8 
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and 

take it to the master of the banquet.” 

They did so, 
9 
and the master of the banquet 

tasted the water that had been turned into 
wine. He did not realize where it had come 
from, though the servants who had drawn the 



 

 

water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 
10 

and said, 
“Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine 
after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the 
best till now.” 
11 

What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the 
signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed 
in him. 

This second hymn was written to the tune of Highland Cathedral 
and is particularly appropriate for today’s worship.  

Christ is our light! the bright and morning star  
covering with radiance all from near and far.  

Christ be our light, shine on, shine on we pray  
into our hearts, into our world today.  

Christ is our love! baptised that we may know  
the love of God among us, swooping low.  

Christ be our love, bring us to turn our face  
and see in you the light of heaven’s embrace.  

Christ is our joy! transforming wedding guest!  
Through water turned to wine the feast was blessed.  

Christ be our joy; your glory let us see,  
as your disciples did in Galilee.  

Words © 2005 Leith Fisher  

 

Let us pray 

In the middle of the longest and darkest month of the year, on an 
ordinary Sunday, bereft of celebration or feast, we come to you, O 
God of change and transformation, seeking a drop of the divine, a 
glimpse of your glory. Transform our day by changing our way of 
seeing, we pray. 

God, who called all things into being from nothing,  
 we adore you. 
Christ, who combined the human and divine in equal measure,  
 we adore you. 
Holy Spirit, who enables the ordinary within us to become 
extraordinary,  we adore you. 
Lord God, we confess that the daily grind consumes us. We struggle 
to see beyond the needs of day-to-day life. We don’t lift our eyes to 



 

 

heaven for inspiration, let alone miracle. We are chained to earthly 
demands. Forgive us, Lord, for our lack of faith and imagination; we 
look to you for transformation. Forgive us for failing to open our minds 
to the miracles of living; open our eyes, change our thinking and 
understanding. Come, Lord, transform our way of being; make us 
vessels wherein the ordinary becomes extraordinary, for Jesus’ sake. 

Lord God, we thank you for forgiving us when we forget; when, in the 
midst of cares and woes, we forget what you can do. Thank you for 
surprising us at such times, Lord, by forgiving us when we’ve 
forgotten what it is to go astray in thought and attitude as well as 
deeds. Our minds mired in the murk of anxiety about our needs and 
wants, you surprise us with a reminder of your presence, generous in 
your bounty – just like Jesus at the wedding in Cana. Lord, who 
transforms water into wine, thank you for your transforming power in 
our lives. Amen. 

Our third hymn celebrates the completeness of Christ for his 
work on earth being both human and divine. 

Meekness and majesty, manhood and Deity, 
In perfect harmony, the Man who is God. 

Lord of eternity dwells in humanity, 
Kneels in humility and washes our feet. 

O what a mystery, Meekness and majesty. 
Bow down and worship For this is your God, This is your God. 

Father's pure radiance, perfect in innocence, 
Yet learns obedience to death on a cross. 

Suffering to give us life, conquering through sacrifice, 
And as they crucify prays: 'Father forgive.' 

Wisdom unsearchable, God the invisible, 
Love indestructible in frailty appears. 
Lord of infinity, stooping so tenderly, 

Lifts our humanity to the heights of His throne. 
Words & Music Graham Kendrick © 1986 Thankyou Music 

Cana, a few miles north of Nazareth in the Galilee hills, now dines out 
on being the location of this 
wedding, but restocking at the time 
would not have been so easy.  

Can you imagine...Jesus coming 
to your wedding? He’s not yet 



 

 

known as the miracle worker or inspired teacher, so he’s not the 
celebrity in the front row seat or the guest speaker at the top table. 
He’s there because he’s a friend of yours. The families have gone 
back a long way and he was high on your list of guests for that 
reason. Are we close enough to Jesus to share those invitations? 

Can you imagine...being the bridegroom who, in Jewish culture is 
responsible for the wedding celebrations over several days. The wine 
has run out and you’re balancing up the shame of that getting around 
the village or the financial ruin of buying in more wine to avoid that. 
Neither would endear you to your new wife, her family or the guests.  

Can you imagine...what it took for Mary effectively to say to Jesus, 
“you can sort this!” Would that be too big for you to take to Jesus? 
Too frivolous to take to Jesus? How do you set those bars? There 
was more to this than helping out friends, but that’s what Jesus did. 
Would we call him into our crises and those of your friends?  

Can you imagine...that there was more to this that avoiding financial 
ruin or embarrassment? John thinks that’s the case because he calls 
this the “first sign” rather than “a miracle” as other Gospel writers are 
inclined to call Jesus wonderous acts.  

Can you imagine ...being the 
master of the banquet and tasting 
the best wine that you have ever 
tasted. Can you remember that 
first taste of forgiveness, 
freedom, new life and purpose 
when Jesus becomes real to us 
and we live out Psalm 34v8 

Can you imagine… Jesus using 
this sign to reveal that he is replacing empty institutions and actions 
(the water pots were for ritual washing) with fresh, exciting and heady 
relationships with him. As he will say later in John’s Gospel, “I have 
come that you might have live in all its fulness. 

Can you imagine...that day when we arrive at the Wedding of the 
Lamb (Revelation 19) but not as a guest. Jesus—the Lamb of God—
is the bridegroom and we, the Christians who make up the global 
church through history, are the bride. That day, all things will be 
made new and better than they have ever been before. Amen 

Let’s pray now for others as our Bible passage leads us 



 

 

Lord, we pray that your transforming 
power will be released, enabling the 
power of love to prevail: into places 
where people live in fear of the bullet 
and the bomb, where basic human 
rights are ignored, where people are 
trafficked or treated as slaves.  
As you turned water into wine, 
transform hatred into love. 

Lord, we pray that your transforming power will be released, enabling 
the power of love to prevail: into places where women and men are 
bitter because of perceived wrongs of the past, where jobs are hard 
to find even when sentences have been served, where there is no 
such thing as a fresh start.  
As you turned water into wine, transform injury through pardon. 

Lord, we pray that your transforming power will be released, enabling 
the power of love to prevail: into situations of mistrust and insecurity, 
where people do not know who or what to believe, where fake news 
is rife and lying is an acceptable norm.  
As you turned water into wine, transform doubt into truth. 

Lord, we pray that your transforming power will be released, enabling 
the power of love to prevail: where people see no way of paying off 
their debts, where queueing at the food bank is all the future seems 
to hold, where homes or jobs seem nothing more than a distant 
dream.  
As you turned water into wine, transform despair into hope. 

Lord, we pray that your transforming power will be released, enabling 
the power of love to prevail:  to those who stroke the hands of loved 
ones nearing the end, to those who wait anxiously for the phone to 
ring, fearing the worst, to those who weep for loved ones now at rest. 
As you turned water into wine, transform sadness into peace by 
your comforting presence. 

Lord, we pray that your transforming power will be released, enabling 
the power of love to prevail. Use us, Lord, to bring understanding, 
consolation and love, strong in the assurance that it is in giving that 
we receive, in pardoning that we are pardoned, and in dying that we 
are born to eternal life.  
As you turned water into wine, transform us into your disciples, 
agents of change in a broken world. Amen. 



 

 

In our reading, John said, “this was the first of the signs through 
which he revealed his glory,” so let’s give God the glory now 
with this well known and much loved hymn. 

 

To God be the glory, Great things he has done  
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son.  

Who yielded his life an atonement for sin,  
And opened the life-gate that all may go in.  

Praise the lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear his voice!  
Praise the lord! Praise the Lord!  Let the people rejoice!  

Oh, come to the Father  through Jesus the Son,  
And give him the glory! Great things he has done!  

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,  
To every believer the promise of God;  
for every offender who truly believes  

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.  

Great things he has taught us, great things he has done  
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son:  

But purer, and higher, and greater will be  
Our joy and our wonder, when Jesus we see.  

Words: Frances Crosby Music: William H Doane  

 

May Jesus Christ, changer of water into wine,  
taker of the ordinary in our lives, transform us for his glory,  

and make us extraordinary for his sake. 
 

Let us go out from here with God’s miraculous grace brimming 
up inside us, taking with us that abundance of love and power, 

and sharing it with everyone we meet. 

And may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit rest on you today and each day. Amen 

 

 

 



 

 

Intimations 

The position of treasurer of Ardoch Parish Church is still vacant and 
the Kirk Session is urgently appealing for someone to consider 
helping out with this role. If anyone is interested and requires further 
details please contact Rev Mairi Perkins or the Session Clerk  

 

The Bible Study is due to re-start on Tuesday evening at 8pm on 
Zoom. Please contact Rev Mairi or Gordon Roy for further details. 

 

Paper copies of the Link have been distributed and the digital copy is 
available on the Ardoch Church website.  Lots of news from both 
parishes and well worth reading.  Our thanks to Gordon Roy for his 
hard work in collating all the reports  - this is such a lot of work. 

 

Some opportunities to join worship if you are not able to be with 
us in person or online: 
7:30am BBC Radio Scotland New every Sunday  Act of worship 
with Church of Scotland Minister, Blair Robertson.  

8:10am BBC Radio 4 Sunday Worship A service of Choral Matins 
live from the church of St Mary le Tower, Ipswich, led by the Vicar, 
The Reverend Tom Mumford.   

1:15pm BBC 1 Songs of Praise  Aled Jones is in Bristol visiting 
Brunel’s ship SS Great Britain and the city’s Christian street art, and 
Gemma Hunt joins HM Coastguard’s first ever chaplain on a mud 
rescue.  
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