
 

Ardoch Parish Church Guild 

Motto: Whose we are, and Whom we serve 
Strategy: ‘Look Forward in Faith’ 

Theme: ‘Lights and Bushels’ 
 

Keeping You in the Loop     February  2022 

Dear Guild members, 

I have sung the hymn ‘I Have a Dream’ written by Pamela J. Pettit on many occasions. Different 
hymns affect me in different ways. Sometimes it is one verse in particular which ‘speaks to me’ 
and makes me think more deeply about my situation, or what Jesus expects of me etc.  
When I re read the hymn it was the 4th verse in particular that stood out on this occasion. 
 
‘So dream the dreams and sing the songs  
but never be content; 
For thoughts and words don’t ease the pain: 
Unless there’s action, all is vain:  
faith proves itself by deeds’. 
 
Our dreams are surely hopes.  
When Martin Luther King wrote his” I Have a dream” speech his themes included freedom for 
Black Americans, the right to protest peacefully, and a vision of hope for the future. 

The hymn asks us to ‘never be content’. I long to be content and it is my absolute desire as I grow 
older to achieve contentment. However, there are many issues in this world of ours that rile me. 
That feeling never leaves me until I have done something about the situation. It may mean putting 
goods into the Tesco food bank box, signing a petition, writing a letter, sending a parcel. 
Whatever! There are many ways we can make our voices heard and make a difference. 

Action does speak much louder than words and as Petttit puts it so succinctly ‘Unless  there’s 
action, all is vain: faith proves itself in deeds’. 

What would Jesus do? Is still very much a valid question to ask ourselves.  

Praying is all important but we are all God’s hands on earth and we need to put these hands to 
good use. 
With all good wishes, 

Pat. 

 

 



Guild Meetings 

The January meeting being cancelled was inevitable given the situation with the new 
Covid variant spreading so quickly. 

The planned lunch did not take place and the Committee are thinking about ideas for 
another outing. 

3rd  February at 2pm: This meeting will take place but we kindly ask all members to do a 

Lateral Flow Test on the morning of  the meeting to give all our members confidence 

about attending. 

Please do contact me if you have never done a LFT and need help and/ or advice about this. 

(01557880877). 

The Speaker is from our Guild Project partner BEAT eating disorders. Come along and be 

better informed about this problem which can have a potentially devastating impact on 

young people and their families. 

There will be a sales table at this meeting for Guild Funds. We are encouraging you to 

bring along any new item or gift that you have received but do not want. I have loads 

from a lovely, lacy, tissue holder to jewellery, cake forks, ramekins and leather gloves.  

 Have a good rummage and see what you can bring along. 

Please price your items before coming. Bring them along and add them to the table which 

will be on your left as you enter the hall. Information about keeping ourselves safe whilst 

potentially handling and buying items will be given at the meeting.  

March 3rd at 2pm is our World Day of Prayer meeting.  It is being coordinated by Sally 

Young and yet again we are looking for a good turnout. 

Date for your diary: Singalong in the church hall 2pm on 11 03 22 

Crossreach Prayer Diaries (a once a year publication)  contains prayers for the 

whole year for their services across Scotland. The first edition of Crossreach 

News will also available at our 3rd February meeting.. 

USED STAMPS COLLECTION: Remember to save your used stamps. Please 

leave a good  margin around the stamp.  Liz Paterson will be more than happy 

to receive them. 

 



Prayer points from the Guild Office: 

1: remembering the people of Tonga after the recent volcanic eruption and tsunami. 

 
2: asking for guidance for leaders in local, national and international government in 
these different times. 

 
3: giving thanks for Guild and congregational treasurers as they complete their 
accounts for the year. 

 
3: remembering staff in hospitals, hospices, care homes and in the community who 
care for people who are unwell, elderly or vulnerable — asking for patience, 
compassion and a generosity of spirit. 

 
4: giving thanks for those who organise and help with food banks and other services 
that support people in need of food, clothes or a warm place to stay. 

 
5: remembering Church of Scotland mission partners serving in various roles 
throughout the world supporting those around them. 
Sunday: asking God to develop spiritual growth within churches and Guilds and a 
willingness to serve in whatever way possible as we look to the future. 


