
 

 

Welcome to worship 
Do you remember the spoiler alert that we read when we started 

Mark’s Gospel in January:  

“The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah,  

the Son of God,” (Mark 1v1) 

Today Peter declares it and Jesus’ response is telling for us all. 

 

Lord God we come to worship,  
to be comforted and disturbed, challenged from our complacency, 

but also offered forgiveness and the hope of eternal life.  

Creative God, you called us into your kingdom,  
and adopted us as your children.  

Redeeming Saviour, you showed us how to be servants,  
denying ourselves to serve others. 

Sustaining Spirit, you give us strength to take up our cross 
 in the service of the kingdom of God. Teach us to serve others,  

and in doing so, to serve you. 
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Whose cross do you carry? 



 

 

We say together the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen 

Lyndsey Thomas reads from Mark 8: 27-38 where Jesus is 
talking things over with his disciples. In response to Peter 
declaring that Jesus is the Messiah, (remember the “spoiler alert 
from Mark1v1 that we identified in January?) Jesus Predicts His 
Death and invites disciples—then and now—to follow the way of 
the cross.  
27 

Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea 
Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” 
28 

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, one of the prophets.” 
29 

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” 
30 

Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 
31 

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three 
days rise again. 

32 
He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him 

aside and began to rebuke him. 
33 

But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the 
concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 
34 

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and 
said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. 

35 
For whoever wants to save their 

life
[a]

 will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel 
will save it. 

36 
What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, 

yet forfeit their soul? 
37 

Or what can anyone give in exchange for their 
soul? 

38 
If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous 

and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when 
he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=MARK+8%3A+27-38&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24536a


 

 

Our first hymn is written by Charles Wesley.  

And can it be that I should gain 
An interest in the Saviour's blood? 

Died He for me, who caused His pain? 
For me, who Him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! how can it be 
That Thou, my God, should die for me? 

'Tis mystery all! The Immortal dies! 
Who can explore His strange design? 

In vain the firstborn seraph tries 
To sound the depths of love divine! 

'Tis mercy all! let earth adore, 
Let angel minds inquire no more. 

He left His Father's throne above, 
So free, so infinite His grace; 

Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam's helpless race; 
'Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me. 

 Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature's night; 
Thine eye diffused a quick'ning ray, 

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth and followed Thee.  

No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 

And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 

And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
 



 

 

We pray together again 
Lord, you walked with your disciples from village to village. And on 
the way you talked to them about many things. Some things were not 
easy to hear or to understand. We meet you here today, Lord, to hear 
these things too. You don’t call us to sit doing nothing. You want us to 
be on the move: taking risks to change our world and save our lives. 
Help us, then, to draw close to you, to be ready to listen. Then to act. 

Most merciful and gracious God, we offer you our heartfelt love and 
praise because your Son, Jesus Christ, was willing to risk everything 
for the whole world. Even for us. We come to worship you, earnestly 
seeking your will for us –however risky that might be, you are worth it. 

‘Who is Jesus?’ 
For the times we have been asked this question, and have 
struggled to give an answer: 
Forgive us, Lord, and give us your words to speak. 
For the times we have been ashamed to acknowledge you: 
Forgive us, Lord, and grant us courage. 
For the times we considered only human concerns, and not God’s: 
Forgive us, Lord, and widen our horizons. 
For the times we saw opportunities to take risks for God but 
looked the other way through fear or indecision: 
Forgive us, Lord, and build up our confidence in you. 
Forgive us, Lord, and make us whole, ready to do 
your good will. Amen. 

 

Our next hymn was written in the early 1700s  
by Isaac Watts.  

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died 

My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
save in the death of Christ, my God! 

All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them through his blood.  

See from His head, His hands, His feet 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 



 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine 
That were a present far too small 

Love so amazing, so divine 
Demands my soul, my life, my all 

SERMON        WHOSE CROSS DO YOU CARRY? 

 

Our Prayers for others 

Lord God so many people in our world today are taking huge risks 
with their lives for causes they believe in. We think particularly of 
those in Afghanistan who have taken to the streets to protest about 
the rule of the Taliban. It’s difficult to comprehend how frightening 
and disorientating it must be for the Afghan people to be living with 
this rapidly changing reality and so we pray for safety. For those 
showing huge courage, we ask that their voices are heard, and that 
we in the west keep listening, thinking and praying for them. We pray 
that leaders with influence use the power they have to guide those 
who desperately need it to safety. 

Loving God draw close to the people of Afghanistan, may we 
see and be inspired by those who take risks for justice. 

 Thank you Lord God for everyone who cares. Whether for elderly 
relatives, for people with disabilities, or for the frail and infirm in care  
settings. May we never devalue the care givers. And as we as a 
society wrestle with the cost of care, help us not to lose sight of the 
human lives that are deeply affected by care needs and 
caring.  Thank you that you are a God who deeply cares for us all. 
Help us to understand the full meaning of being cared for and cared 
about by our Creator. 

Loving God draw close to all who give care, may we see and be 
inspired by those who care so diligently for others. 

Lord, Thank you for people who care deeply 
about the environment and are not afraid to 
use their voice to speak about it. We pray for 
everyone preparing for the COP26 climate 
summit in Glasgow later this year. We 
particularly pray for the young people who 
are mobilising their friends and classmates. 
Thank you for their thoughtful concern and 
the energy they devote to thinking about 



 

 

such huge global issues. May they be determined rather than 
daunted by the scale of the challenge and be encouraged in their 
pursuit of change. 

Loving God, draw close to the people around us who fight 
continually for climate justice, may we see and be inspired by 
those who speak up and make us listen. 

We remember our brothers and sisters who live in countries hostile to 
their beliefs and for whom expressing their faith is a highly 
provocative act. Please draw near to everyone who is in danger 
today because they follow Christ. Help persecuted Christians around 
this world find safe spaces to express their faith and, for those for 
whom there is no safe space, may they know your deep love for 
them. May they powerfully feel the presence of your Holy Spirit and 
hold onto the promise of the Gospel. 

Loving God draw close to all for whom discipleship is costly, 
may we see and be inspired by those who choose to worship 
you whatever the circumstances. 

Lord, we pray for ourselves. Whatever circumstances face us in the 
week to come may we face them in the knowledge that you are 
always with us. May we learn how to let go of the things of this world 
that weigh us down or distract us from serving you. 

Loving God draw close to all of us this week as we work out 
what discipleship means, may we see and be inspired by those 
who model lives of faith and service. 

AMEN 

 

 Our final hymn was written in 1874 by Frances Ridley Havergal 
after she came to Jesus and saw the amazing things God did in 

her life and in the lives of those she met. 

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in endless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of Thy love.  
Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee. 

Take my voice and let me sing, always, only for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from Thee. 

Take my will and make it Thine, it shall be no longer mine.  



 

 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, it shall be Thy royal throne. 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself and I will be ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

Loving God, we commit to following you this week into corners 
of the community we usually prefer to ignore.  

Help us Father, Son and Holy Spirit, to pray and speak and act 
for change. 

 

Intimations 

On Monday, 13th September at 2.00pm in the Church there will 

be a first planning meeting for our proposed intergenerational 

Singalong.  Please come along if you are interested in helping 

with making music, producing song sheets, making cups of tea, 

or in any way contributing to the Singalong which will probably 

be held once a month on a Friday afternoon.   

The Kirk Session will meet on Wednesday 22nd September at 

7.30 in the church hall at 7.30pm. 

All items for agenda and team reports to the Session Clerk by 

Monday 20th September please. 

 

Some worship opportunities on the BBC this weekend 

7:30am BBC Radio Scotland New every Sunday  

8:10am BBC Radio 4 Sunday Worship Beverley Humphreys 

preaches in a service reflecting on the theme of ‘finding a voice’ with 

contributions from members of the National Youth Choir of Wales.  

1:15pm BBC 2 Songs of Praise Sean Fletcher climbs Pendle Hill in 

Lancashire to learn how the area inspired radical Christians in the 

past. James Lusted meets a local pastor continuing the tradition.  
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