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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all
mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it. (John 1:1-5)
I think these are some of the most powerful verses in the entire
Bible. Here we see creation, the birth of Jesus and the Trinity and
we are not even passed verse five of the first chapter of John. As we
draw 2020 to a close and look to the light of 2021 these five verses
serve as a steadfast foundation as we move forward.
We are still to find the exact words to portray what 2020 has meant
to each and every one of us: our thoughts, our feelings and how we
understand life in all its joy, pain and complexities. Now we stand on
the threshold of a new year with everything that lies before us.
As our church doors were closed, our churches never closed but
rather they flourished as we found new and exciting ways to ‘do
church.’ Skills we never knew we had emerged and grew into Zoom
conferences and meetings, online church with music and videos that
we have always wanted to use but never could, Zoom communion
and so much more.
We have found ourselves writing letters, picking up the phone and
actually talking to people we never knew, although we really should
have. We engaged more with the needs of our community rather
than just church members and we have shared food, time, love and
compassion. Our youth have come into their own with some amazing
additions to our services throughout Advent and Christmas with a
freshness, sincerity, strength and resilience we can all learn from.
Boundaries have been pushed to their limits and so often we have
found ourselves daring to go “off piste.”
As 2021 unwinds, why don’t you dare to
trust God more, read your Bible more, pray
more and praise God more? Join us in
2021 as we step out afresh in Christ and
go where we have never dared go before.
May I wish you much love and every
blessing for 2021.
Rev Mairi Perkins

From the Blackford Kirk Session
We’ve met twice since the previous issue of The Link—on Zoom of
course—and continued discussions by email, phone etc. Part of our
October meeting was spent reviewing a national paper on “being
church.” We noted that:
... like others, our church building provides a sense of place for
many to express their faith, experience worship and grow in
relationship. This is tangibly seen in some of those who are
attending and, presumably, still felt as “missing” for those still
unable to attend. The element of companionship or fellowship –
being in the company of likeminded and caring people – was noted
amongst us and for others as well.
In practical terms this means continuing to take care of the fabric of
the building with heating, plasterwork and roof work all needing
attention together with the specific cleaning regime and regulations
of COVID-19. It also meant providing a prayer space and a gathering
place (in partnership with Blackford Cares) for the church and
community within the scope of each changing set of regulations.
It also means looking forward with our development project to a
period of generating funds through grant applications. Our church
reserves have taken a real hit over the past
couple of years and we need to address this
as leaders & congregation.
We had “lengthy, purposeful and animated
discussion” as we planned how to celebrate
Christmas with a mix of online materials like
our Christmas Eve service, our first mid-week
Christmas Day Service for years (which
eventually went on line as well) and
supporting families to explore the Christmas
story together through the Scottish Bible
Society Christmas Windows materials
delivered to families associated with the
church through membership, baptism or
holiday club.
Our registration as an eco-congregation prompted the arrival of bird,
hedgehog and bug houses or feeders as we care for God’s creation.
We look into 2021 aware of our responsibilities to support members,
reach out beyond our walls while stewarding and using the
resources entrusted to us by God and the congregation.
Gordon Roy, Joint Session Clerk

From the Ardoch Kirk Session
As we enter 2021 with a vaccine being implemented to protect us
from the coronavirus, it might be possible to re-open the church
building for worship later in the year.
Meantime we will continue with online worship with the recorded
Sunday Services and the occasional live Zoom service. The recorded
service is now going out to eighty contacts by email with posting and
hand delivery of a full order of service to folk who are not online.
Mairi has been recording an inspirational chat for our website which
has been posted by Christine and much appreciated by many.
Although our building is closed, our church is very much alive in our
community. Pastoral Care and Youth Ministry has been very active
during the past year and will continue in the coming months. As well
as looking after our parishioners, we have set up methods for
providing care for birds, squirrels and hedgehogs in the church
grounds. This is proving to be a good project for children and adults
alike.
On the 24th March it will be the 240th anniversary of Ardoch Parish
Church opening for public Worship. The Kirk Session are making
preliminary preparations to celebrate this important milestone. We
are delighted that The Right Rev Dr Martin Fair, The Moderator of
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, has accepted our
invitation to attend an anniversary celebration with worship on the
25th April. The church grounds and tubs have been planted with
plants and spring bulbs to enhance the celebration.
All Good Wishes for a safe, healthy and happy New Year.
Charles Robertson, Session Clerk
Thought for the Week
Whatever this year brings, may you hang on tightly to your sense of
humour and patience. May you find moments of peace and beauty.
May your compassion be deep enough, to include yourself, and your
coffee be strong and plentiful. Let your faith be bigger than your
fear. We all live through bad days to get good ones. HANG IN
THERE ...THEY ARE COMING.

Ardoch Youth
The Youth Team delivered Christingle packs to
families round Braco and Greenloaning. The packs
contained everything needed to make a Christingle
[with instructions] ready for Sunday 13th
December. Candles were lit around 5pm to remind
us of the coming of the baby Jesus.
A Community Carol Walk encouraged folk to walk
round the villages of Greenloaning and Braco.
Starting from Ardoch Church or Greenloaning
School bottom gate, walkers would find posters with
a printed lesson and carol and access the carol
being sung [from King’s College] on a smart phone
via a QR Code.
Hot Chocolate Club (HCC) continues to meet via
Zoom on the first Friday of the month. Activities are
organised by Daniel Thomas. At the Ardoch
Christmas Day Service, the HCC members presented
the Nativity Story, “Good News! Aye, Right!” filmed
on Zoom.
The next HCC will be 5th February when more fun
activities are planned. Hot chocolate sachets are
delivered beforehand. Details from Daniel and
Lyndsey Thomas or Ann Gordon.
Watch out for Messy Church
coming soon on Zoom!
Praying for our schools:
Braco PS, Head Teacher Susan Ross, Roll 48
Crieff HS, Head Teacher John Donnelly, Roll 588

Blackford Youth and Children’s Work
Sunday services
It’s been great to have families with us in the Sunday service over
the autumn months. Rather than move around the building, Laura
and Shona provided activities based on our topic which children
completed while sitting with their parents. We also used the
Children’s Talks from Shona, Laura, Jane or Gordon to introduce
those topics (while others listened in).
The Children and Young People page of the Blackford website
continues to have content for young people and families each week:
songs, retelling of the Bible passage and some age appropriate ways
to think through the passage we’re looking at in the service.
School Assemblies
We recorded two assemblies for Blackford PS over the past couple of
months which they watched in their classroom settings. If you think
our lock down conditions are bad, consider the wartime conditions of
Jewish Dutch school girl Anne Frank; that was the theme of our
Remembrance Assembly. We used a Fischy Music song to ask Why?
aware that God can deal with getting our questions thrown at him—
whatever age we are.
Christmas In the strangest of times helped us think of what actually
makes Christmas important for us and what we might start doing as
families as new traditions. Our Makaton actioned song fitted well
with the theme and with our interest as a church in this form of sign
language.
Hot Chocolate
Our Youth Group did manage
another face to face meeting in
the church following Youthlink’s
guidance on behalf of Scottish
Government. You’d have seen
the result of that evening in
their section of the Carols by
Candlelight service which is still
on the church website and
YouTube Channel. We’ll look to
meet online with this group
again during lockdown.
Praying for our schools:
Blackford PS, Head Teacher Margaret McMillan, Roll 62
CS of Auchterarder, Head Teacher David Lambert, Roll 559 (Sec)

Ardoch Church of Scotland Guild
Whose we are, and Whom we serve

The Journey, Many Roads - ‘The Extra Mile’
I would like to thank Pat most sincerely for keeping all our members
in the loop so efficiently, and the rest of the committee for helping
to assemble and distribute the Advent goody bags. The Angels were
such a joy to knit, collect, then distribute, thanks to everyone who
helped.
Angels - Heartfelt thanks goes to all
who contributed to our ‘Angels’
project – and not just Guild
members. Many in the community
joined in, and we made our target
with ease. We had quite a few left
over after the hamper of angels was
delivered to the school, so that they
could be given to nursery children
and primary pupils to take home to
put on their Christmas tree. You can
rest assured that the ‘extra’ angels
found new homes too!
Well done everyone!
Phyllis McLeod and Isabel McNaughton have stepped down from the
committee; for personal reasons they can no longer commit time to
the work of the Guild Committee. Words cannot really express our
appreciation for all they've done.
Our present lockdown level 4 is seeing us to the end of January (at
least). We will have a committee meeting during January and try to
plan a little way into the future, maybe aiming for meetings or some
form of fellowship during the summer months. If anyone has any
ideas of what we should do/you would like, please let me know.
I have just received another shielding letter, so I can only apologise
for my lack of visibility in the village. I had hoped to deliver all your
National Guild News personally for a chat on the doorstep, but I was
advised against doing this. I will get back to you all on the phone
in the New Year, when no doubt we will be either snowed in or
rained off!
My sincere hope is that we can all ‘Look Forward in Faith’ in 2021.
Heather McDonald, President, Ardoch Church Guild

Bible Study
Over the autumn we worked our way through 7-8 themes
from the Bible Project resources they have been
publishing for groups like ours all around the world. We
opened up books, chapters, characters, themes and
finally made time to take in all of Luke 1-2 at one sitting
and savour the Christmas story.
Our next book was chosen out of a desire to go to those
parts of the Bible that we don’t know well. So we’re
looking at the Old Testament prophet Ezekiel using a
booklet called Living in the Light of God’s Presence. We’ve
used material from this publisher before and we like their
real-life practicality and whole-life discipleship focus. It’s
about 90 minutes on Zoom from 8pm on a Tuesday
evening. As we start Lent (Wednesday 17th February)
we’ll finish this 6 week series and pick up a new theme as
we head towards Easter. Join us by picking up the Zoom
link on the front of the Blackford website.
Perhaps you’d prefer asking the
questions rather than trying to
answer them
We’ve mentioned this series from the
Good Book Company before but, as
they are not lying available to browse
in the Session Room, it’s worth
highlighting them again in case you thought you were wrong to ask these
questions or that everyone already knew the answers.
We’ve got several of the titles to hand and can get other books to pass
round copies as required. If you wish you can go directly to their website
to purchase for yourself: thegoodbook.co.uk
What happens when I die?

Is God anti-gay?

Do miracles happen today?

How will the world end?

Why bother with church?

Can I really trust the Bible?

Who on earth is the Holy Spirit?

Why did Jesus have to die?

Where was God when that happened? How can I be sure?

At our live online service on Sunday 3rd January we started a conversation
using this poll through Zoom. Results are shown here to continue the
conversation and to stimulate responses in prayerful activity. Those
attending the service reflected three groups

What would you have said if you had been part of the conversation?
What would you want to say now? Who will you say it to?
Please keep the conversation going with other members and elders.
That allows us to offer and receive the best support that is possible
through our church.

World Mission Used Stamp Appeal
This year the Stamp Project proceeds will benefit The Women’s
Development Centre (WDC) in Kandy, Sri Lanka which runs a project
to support women and girls who have been victims of rape and
sexual violence.
The WDC gives these women
somewhere to stay, and supports
them in caring for their children,
helps them return to education if
they wish, and trains them in skills
they can use to make a living
when they leave. The WDC has a
social enterprise and café where
the women can work and sell their
hand-made products.
The team at WDC care for and heal girls who are vulnerable and
often discarded by their families. It is impossible not to be moved by
what they do. Help support them by collecting used stamps which
are then sold on.
Thank you for the stamps handed in so far. Please remember to
leave a small border of the envelope round the stamp. Pop them in a
bag and put them through the letter box of Liz Paterson at
Drumsheugal, Church Street, Braco or Jeannette Barr, Laurel
Cottage, Moray Street, Blackford.
Blackford Gifts
This year we took the decision not to pack Blythswood shoe boxes,
but to collect items for the appeal and take them directly to Crieff
where they were packed into the shoe boxes - it saved many hands
touching the items. We were also given a donation of approx 130
crocheted squares which were sewn into blankets (single bed size)
and knitted squares - again sewn up into blankets. Six blankets were
donated along with cardigans, hats, gloves and toiletries.
If anyone would like to knit - either squares/hats/gloves - for the
2021 appeal please get in touch and I can give you needles and
wool. Many thanks to all those who donate wool and to those who
knit for this appeal - happy knitting in 2021.
The Christmas gifts from the Blackford Gift Service were donated to
the Salvation Army (children) and Churches Action for the Homeless
(adults) - both based in Perth. They were very grateful for the
donations from church members and others. Shona C. Stewart

Ardoch Community Food Boxes
The give and take food boxes are still in operation in Greenloaning
and Braco. There is still a need for this support in our community
and our members are encouraged to support it. This service is for
food only e.g. dry foods, tins, jars, toiletries and cleaning products.
Thank you.
Prayer for a pandemic
May we who are merely inconvenienced,
remember those whose lives are at stake.
May we who have the luxury of working from
home, remember those who must choose between
preserving their health or making their rent.
May we who have flexibility to care for our children when their
schools close, remember those who have no options.
May we who have had to cancel our trips, remember those who
have no safe place to go.
May we who are losing our surplus money, in the turmoil of the
economic market, remember those who have no surplus at all.
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home, remember those
who have no home.
As fear grips our country, may we be the kind of people who stand
up and who refuse to lay down. May we choose love.
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around
each other, let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to
our neighbours. Amen
Ardoch Pastoral Care (Outreach Team)
Our dedicated team, along with Mairi our minister, is keen to provide
pastoral care as best we can in our Parish. Sadly, only contact by
phone calls, emails, texts or Facetime communication is allowed at
the present time. If you know of someone who is needing help with
anything, or a chat, please contact a team member or Mairi, who will
respond as quickly as possible. Throughout the year flowers were
delivered to people affected by bereavement, illness or recovering
from surgery and ongoing treatments. Christmas Greetings and gifts
were distributed to deserving members in the parish.
The team members, often referred to as “Charlie’s Angels” are:
Charles 880947 Barbara 880509 Lillian 880483 Heather 880556 Anne
880347. Live simply, Love generously, Care deeply, Speak kindly.
Leave the rest to God.

Ardoch Fundraising Team
Our efforts for 2020 have, as you will have guessed, been non-existent due
to the pandemic. But hopefully, once the vaccine programme is widely
distributed, we can look forward to thinking about fundraising; let’s aim
tentatively for the Duck Race in early summer. Hopefully we can also plan
better for future fundraising activities. In the meantime, on behalf of the
fundraising team can I thank everyone who has in the past helped raise
funds for the church and look forward to future events which bring the
church and community together. Stay safe and well.

Maureen

Blackford does Burns Night
Blackford Parish Church Burns Supper,
Monday 25th January, 7pm start
It’s Free
It’s in your own home
It’s on Zoom
It’s therefore likely to be bigger than ever
But some things will not change:
An open invitation to any who want to join us
A tribute to the Bard from local talent
Great food (bring your own)
To join us go to the zoom.us website and click on
“Join a meeting” near the top of the screen.
Then enter this Meeting ID: 882 7372 4818
There’s no need to “sign up” (to us or to Zoom) but downloading
and using their app when prompted may give a better
connection. The meeting is always live if you want to try it in
advance. You’ll know you’re successful when you see
“Blackford does Burns Night (Hosted by Blackford Parish
Church). Your host will admit you soon.”
This is also how we use Zoom for Sunday services (although our
services have a different Meeting ID.) Although a little daunting
perhaps, it also easy to join a Zoom call from your normal
landline phone and listen in to all that is said and sung.
Look out for details with each Zoom service.

Sunday mornings
Many of us are online and able to take in the service on the church
websites. Christine and Gordon work with Mairi and the readers to
record, edit and post these each week in a way that keeps us active
during the service as we engage with each item. It also reflects the
time, technology and talent available to us. We’re still learning as we
go along: learning shortcuts, learning tricks, learning what it takes to
help others learn and worship as well.

Please make sure we know your email address to keep you up to
date with how to join each recorded and live Sunday service.
But for those with no internet access what then? Hopefully all our
members and friends know that we deliver printed copies of the
service outline by hand and by post; if you want that, ask us for it.
BBC 1 Scotland is running a second series of Reflections at the Quay
because so many folk wrote to tell them how much they appreciated
the first series in the late spring. It’s two Scottish Christians reading
and talking over the same Bible passage we’re probably looking at
with hymns and prayer as well.

Normally on around 10:30am it’s a great
stopping point before the more
traditional Songs of Praise over on BBC2
in the early afternoon.
The Blackford Flower Rota was the first
item in for this issue. We don’t know
when we’ll be back in the building but
recall really touching conversations and
visits with flowers this autumn. Thanks,
Helen and those who “take a week!”

17 Jan

Helen Laing

24 Jan

Margaret Earle

31 Jan

Karen Shaw

7 Feb

Robert Miller

14 Feb

Sheila Wight

21 Feb

Jean Robertson

28 Feb

Jane Roy

7 Mar

Jeannette Barr

14 Mar

Shona Stewart

21 Mar

Jessie Wilson

28 Mar

Moira Hanslip

4 Apr

Fiona Smeaton

11 Apr

Laura Peacock

18 Apr

Margaret Earle

25 Apr

Helen Laing

Bible Reading Programme (for home or church use)
Date
17
Jan
24
Jan
31
Jan

7
Feb
14
Feb
21
Feb
28
Feb

7
Mar
14
Mar
21
Mar
28
Mar
4 Apr
11
Apr
18
Apr

Readers Ardoch/
Blackford

Lectionary readings for that week

Lyndsey Thomas
Jane Roy
John Souter
Jacqui Crawfurd
Maureen James
Sheila Macdonald
Phyllis McLeod
David Macdonald
Sally Young
Bruce Tarbet
Peter Scott
Jeannette Barr
Sue Crorie
Bruce Tarbet
Alex Anderson
Gordon Roy
Irene Robertson
Jane Roy
Pat Duncan
Richard Bolton
Eleanor Thomas
Isla Peacock
Heather McDonald
Sandy Marshall
Charles Robertson
John Graham
Michael Boxer
Laura Peacock

1 Samuel 3:1-20; Psalm 139;
1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12;
1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28
Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39
2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6
2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9
Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10;
1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:2331; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38
Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19;
1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22
Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3, 1722; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12;
Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33
Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29;
Mark 11:1-11; 14:1-15:47; 15:1-47
Isaiah 25:6-9; Ps 118:1-2, 14-24;
John 20:1-18; Mark 16:1-8
Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133;
1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31
Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4;
1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48

Should anyone be unable to find a replacement please contact John
Graham (Blackford) on (01764) 218734 or jag_annfield@hotmail.com or
Christine Souter (Ardoch) on csouterbraco@aol.com or 07767 380011.

With less happening in the garden at this time of year, maybe it is the time
for more reading and music. The theme of our recorded service on Sunday
10th January was Missing the Messiah? We suggested that Handel’s
oratorio could be found in various parts and versions online and that
Mark’s purpose in writing his Gospel was for us to meet Jesus, the Messiah,
the Son of God. This simple plan gives us 21 days of readings to work
through the Gospel and take time to take it in. Go on. Give it a go.

This is the Bible Project summary of Mark’s Gospel which we’re reading this year.
Use your ecosia search engine to find the clip on YouTube as they talk through it.

On Christmas
Eve, Jim Dawson
rang the Ardoch
Church Bell and it
was heard loud
and clear through
the village along
with the sound of
bells rung by folks
at their doorways.
It was so uplifting to meet the
many people who had made
their way to the church grounds
to listen to the carols. They
stood as spaced out households
on the grass, up and down the
driveway and on the pavement.
Thanks to Sue Crorie, Bob Aitken
and Charles Robertson for
braving the cold on Christmas
Eve and other occasions to play
carols for the children during
their school lunch breaks.
Blackford members who get The
Link hand delivered, have also
got a Sunshine Bag in their
envelope. This—as you’ll recall—
is for the collection of copper
coins to church funds on each
sunny day of the year.
We didn’t put these out last year
as the timing was never right—
and it was such a sunny year.
If you are aware
of others who
want a bag
please contact
Jane Roy as we
cannot yet see a
planned series of
unsolicited
doorstep visits
across the
village.

Let there be light
As we celebrated Christmas, we
did so with hope; just read the
survey results on the middle
pages again.
For others the hope might be
that “there is light at the end of
the tunnel.” Our hope is that as
people who have walked in
darkness, we have already seen
a great light – that Light of the
World who is promised in Isaiah and arrives in Bethlehem. It’s the
reason we puts lights on Christmas trees, light candles in church
throughout the year and use lights in other ways for worship.
What it doesn’t do is give us any certainty over when this pandemic
will all come to an end; faith is about walking on without all the
answers, not waiting until we have all the answers. The following list
of events that we agreed at the joint elders meeting (below) may
well adjust and change as we move through the year. But we move
through the year together and in the hand of God.
Thursday 1 April
Communion Service (Ardoch), 7:00pm
Friday 2 April
Good Friday Service (Blackford), 7:30pm
Sunday 4 April
Daybreak Service (Blackford), 8:00am
Sunday 25 April
Ardoch 240th Anniversary Celebration Service
Sunday 2 May
Communion
Sundays in July
Services in Blackford at 10:00am
Sundays in August
Services in Ardoch at 10:00am
Sunday 31 October
Blackford Church Music Festival Service
Sunday 7 November Communion

