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Christmas has come – and gone, but the spirit of Christmas - of Christ’s coming into the
world – lingers with us as we look forward to Easter and the fulfilment of the promise of his
coming and the salvation that he brings to us.
He has shown/demonstrated by His words and actions a way of living that brings us
into communion with our creator God. We are asked to love God with all our heart and soul
and to love our neighbour as we love ourselves. It is easy to love our friends and family, but
it is always more difficult to step out of our family circle and find ways to express our love
for our fellow human beings - especially those who are suffering in different ways.
Today, I watched a programme about an Inuit community who live within the Arctic
Circle in the US state of Alaska. They were bemoaning the fact that climate change has
brought about devastating changes to their lives over the past decade. They have come to
the conclusion that they are to suffer for the greed of humans in other parts of the world.
Naturalists tell us about the impact of climate change on polar bears etc. but of course
there are humans all over the globe who will suffer in years to come due to big changes
which now seem inevitable.
It is clear what God would have us do to protect peoples, creatures and the
environment on which we all depend for our existence. We all have a part to play, but most
of all our leaders, and those who make money, need to be less greedy and more generous.
This past year has shown us how we can all do our bit to help alleviate the suffering of our
fellow creatures.
I tend to avoid the usual socks and slippers as Christmas gifts, but this year I found an
organisation online who - for every pair of socks bought - donate a special pair of socks
(antibacterial and extra warm) to a homeless person. Socks, seemingly, are the most
sought- after item that a homeless person desires.
Another organisation I support is ‘Who Gives a Crap’. They make all sorts of paper
tissues, kitchen rolls and toilet paper. Their profits from sales all go towards providing
toilets for the poorest of the poor in third world countries. Of course, we all know that a
lack of toilet and hand - washing facilities causes so much disease and death, so I am right
behind this organisation and its objectives. I love when my big box of toilet paper arrives.

No more worrying about empty supermarket shelves for me – I’ve got a stash that lasts for
months. No queues outside no 3 please!
These are two examples of companies making a difference in this world of ours.
Perhaps, if we can, we should be seeking out more of these types of businesses and
supporting them in the work they are doing to relieve the suffering of others.
During this pandemic most of my Christmas shopping has been done online and was
delivered to the recipient gift wrapped (for a fee). It was definitely the way to do it this year
but when I think about how much I have spent buying goods from Amazonsmile.co.uk and
the proportion of my purchase total that come back to our church - I don’t feel a smile
coming on! Amazon makes billons out of our collective purchases and yet gives such a small
percentage back to our ‘chosen charities’. They clap themselves on the back congratulating themselves on their generosity. What I am seeing is greed. ‘Stand up 4 socks’
and ‘Who Gives a Crap’ put this multinational business called Amazon to shame!
So, let’s look for ways of sharing and being generous that is more meaningful and that
complements our Christian values.
Pat Duncan,
Guild Secretary.

From our Guild President
I would like to thank Pat most sincerely for keeping all our members in The
Loop so efficiently, and the rest of the committee for helping to assemble and
distribute the Advent goody bags. The Angels were such a joy to knit, collect,
then distribute, thanks to everyone who helped. Phyllis McLeod and Isabel
McNaughton have stepped down from the committee. For personal reasons
they can no longer commit time to the work of the Guild Committee. Words
cannot really express our appreciation for all they've done.
Our present Lockdown level 4 is seeing us to mid January (at least). We will
have a committee meeting around then and try to plan a little way into the
future, maybe aiming for meetings or some form of fellowship during the
summer months. If anyone has any ideas of what we should do/you would
like, please let me know.
I have just received another shielding letter, so I can only apologise for my lack
of visibility in the village. I had hoped to deliver all your National Guild News
personally for a chat on the doorstep, but I was advised against doing this. I
will get back to you all on the phone in the New Year, when no doubt we will
be either snowed in or rained off!
My sincere hope is that we can all ‘Look Forward in Faith’ in 2021
Heather McDonald

Angels - Heartfelt
thanks goes to all who
contributed to our
‘Angels’ project – and
not just Guild members.
Many in the community
joined in, and we made
our target with ease.
We had quite a few left
over after the hamper of
angels was delivered to
the school, so that they
could be given to
nursery children and
primary pupils to take
home to put on their
Christmas tree. You can
rest assured that the
‘extra’ angels found new
homes too!
Well done everyone!

Ardoch Church services are to continue ‘on line’ for the foreseeable future.
The Guild Committee are to have another online ‘zoom’ meeting in the middle
of January when we will review the situation and attempt to make a decision
about future Guild meetings.
Our Guild President, Heather, has been sent a quantity of copies of Guild News, which we
hope to get out to you all – somehow – over the next few weeks. The Guild News,
amongst other interesting articles, contains updates on our Guild projects.
Here are the project totals raised so far:
Crossreach
£77,259.31
Boys’ Brigade
£80,873.90
Sailors’ Society
£59, 957.91
Journeying Together
£59, 687.27
Seema’s Project
76, 394.97
Malawi Fruits
£66,019.25

In April 2021 we look forward to the launch of new Guild Projects. Next year
we hope to start to use familiar ways of fundraising. We may have to be

innovative - and hopefully the Committee will come up with some fresh ideas.
However, if any Guild member would like to jot down details of a fundraising
idea (and hand it on to the Secretary, Pat Duncan) it will be discussed at the
mid - January Guild Committee meeting. Any other comments for the Guild
Committee are welcomed and can be relayed in the same way via Pat Duncan.
From the Guild Office:

What are capitation fees and how are they used?
Every member of the Guild pays a small annual capitation fee or a
membership fee which enables the Guild to operate nationally. This covers the
cost of the salaried staff, administration, maintaining the website, organising
events such as the Annual Gathering, producing and circulating the twiceyearly magazine to every member, and supporting the national leadership
team (who are all volunteers). Sometimes the capitation fee is paid by the
local Guild on behalf of their members but in most cases, members pay this
fee to the local Guild who pass it on to the national Guild Office.
This year we have managed to save some money and so the capitation fee is
being reduced for 2021 to £9. We hope that as many members as possible
may be willing and able to pay this amount to help the Guild to continue to
function effectively.

*Dorothy, our treasurer, thanks guild members who have already forwarded
capItation fees (either directly to her or through Secretary Pat Duncan at 3
Ardoch Way, Braco). Dorothy hopes to have all your fees collected before the
middle of January so that she can forward these to the Guild office.
The Guild Committee wish you all the best for this coming year, and our hope
is that at some point in the near future we will be able to come together again
and on that day we will CELEBRATE!

