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Office Bearers in the Parishes of Ardoch and Blackford 
 

Minister: Revd. Mairi Perkins, 
Ardoch Manse, Feddal Road, Braco FK15 9RE 

Tel: 01786 880948 
e-mail: mperkins@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 
Ardoch 

Session Clerk: 
Charles Robertson 

01786 880947 

cr.ardochsession@gmail.com 
 

 
Blackford 

Session Clerks: 
Mr Gordon Roy 

01764 682356 & 
Mr Sandy Marshall 

01764 682354 
sessionclerk@blackford.org.uk 

 
Depute Session Clerk: 

Mr Bob Aitken 
Tel: 01786 880310 

 

Church Officer: 
Mrs Shona Stewart 
Tel: 01764 682221 

 
Treasurer: 

Mr Stuart Brannen 
Tel: 01786 880394 

 

Treasurer: 
Mrs Mo Shedden 

treasurer@blackford.org.uk 
 

Organist/Choirmaster: 
Mr John Duncan 
01786 880877 

Organist: 
Mr John Duncan 
01786 880877 

  
Sunday School Leader: 

Mrs Ann Gordon 
Tel: 01786 880590 

 

Sunday School Superintendent: 
Mrs Shona Stewart 
Tel: 01764 682221 

 
Safeguarding: 

Mrs Joyce Wighton 
Tel: 01786 880606 

 

Safeguarding: 
Mrs Jeannette Barr 
Tel: 01764 682825 

Copy date for the January 2021 edition of The Link should be submitted 
to gordon.roy@outlook.com by the end of December for that issue to 
come out in mid-January and cover the period through to late April.. 
  

mailto:mperkins@churchofscotland.org.uk
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mailto:treasurer@blackford.org.uk
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Autumn is a season for balancing light and dark, letting go. We have 
experienced the budding of life in spring and the flowerings and 
profusions of summer. Now the leaves fall, and bare branches remind us 
of the fleeting nature of all things. As we watch leaves fluttering to the 
ground in the autumn, we are reminded that nature's cycles are 
mirrored in our lives. Autumn is a time for letting go and releasing 
things that have been a burden. Change is all around us – the shaping 
and patterning of our lives, shifting and turning, coming and going, 
greening and dying. 

Change is our constant companion, a dependable presence. Why is it 
then that we resist change, we dislike change, we avoid change, we 
disparage change? Without change, there is no growth, no 
transformation, no life. 

Perhaps, in this time of even greater change than normal, you might like 
to contemplate the place of change in your life. Perhaps God’s Word and 
wisdom might help: 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8: To everything there is a season, and a time to 
every purpose under the heaven. 

In his opening remarks of this year’s General Assembly webinar our 
moderator Rev Martin Fair spoke about holding our nerve and carrying 
on in these difficult times, carrying on doing what God has called us all 
to do: to minister, to serve, to pastor, to proclaim the Gospel without 
fear, to pray without ceasing and doing so by committing ourselves to 
new days and new ways; so we acknowledge that it is not that we have 
what it takes but rather that God takes what we have and uses it . 

Proverbs 3:5,6: Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will 
make your paths straight. 

We have nothing to fear, my friends, with 
God at our side. So trust in the Lord. I pray 
that this is YOUR time to step out in faith! 

God Bless. 

Rev Mairi  
 

Cover Picture:  Our building is open for private prayer on Sundays 
2-4 and Wednesdays 10-12.  
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Ardoch Kirk Session  
We are sorry to say that the building has to remain closed for Sunday 
Services for the foreseeable future as we cannot meet the Church of 
Scotland and Government guidelines with the two-metre distance.  

However, the Kirk Session is actively planning guidelines for opening 
when the physical distancing is reduced to one metre. Meanwhile the 
congregation is enjoying weekly Sunday Services via the internet, mostly 
pre-recorded and occasionally live with the Zoom network. There are 
seventy contacts receiving the service every Sunday, by email, hand 
delivery or post. We have a treasure in our Kirk Session with Christine 
Souter. She is doing all the recordings and laying everything out on the 
website for us all to access. Christine is also managing the website and 
updating every week with all the latest news. THANK YOU, CHRISTINE. 

Mairi is recording a regular five-minute chat on the website explaining 
where we are and what we are doing as a church. Yes, the building 
maybe be closed but the church is very much alive in our community. I 
hope you will continue to enjoy church in the safety of your own homes.  

The private prayer sessions are still running on a Wednesday 10.00am 
until 12.00 noon and Sunday 2.00 pm until 4.00pm. Thank you to all the 
donors of flowers and the willing helpers who attended to door duty for 
the opening times. 
Charles Robertson, Session Clerk 
 

A few years ago, our churches developed and agreed 
the following shared vision of why we exist as local 

congregations. When we think everything has changed, 
it is a good time to come back to our vision and calling. 

To develop the growth of Christ’s Kingdom in the linked parishes 
of Ardoch and Blackford through the active commitment of the 

church community. 

This vision will be achieved by the church community through:  

Gathering regularly to worship, to learn about and to share  
the good news of God’s love 

Reaching out to families, young people,  
the elderly and the housebound 

Providing a distinctive Christian voice within our communities 

Working together in parish activities and with other local groups 

Stewarding and using all our resources effectively  
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Blackford’s Moving Forward Project 
Working within lockdown restrictions and limitations and after several 
months of pew removing, floor fixing, vinyl laying, carpet fitting, 
painting, varnishing, porch renovating, pulpit relocating, induction loop 
rewiring, chair assembling, heavy lifting, tidying and cleaning, (draw a 
breath!), the first phase of our on-going “Moving Forward” project was 
completed in August and now in use! 

We have so many people to thank for getting us to where we are now. 
Our particular mentions of appreciation go to David Robertson for his 
amazing skill in fixing the induction loop and sound system wiring, to 
Tony and Eoghan Perkins for beautifully renovating the Moray Street 
porch, to John Simpson for his kind donation of floor paint for the 
chancel, to Jean Robertson for donating the material for the induction 
loop, to Simon and Daryl Head for carrying out “extra” work needed and 
to Andrew Peacock, Luke Allan and Adam Tarbet for exercising their 
muscles to move some very heavy furniture! Thank you all so much. 

Although at the moment we cannot utilise the full potential of our new 
multi-functional space in quite the way that we had initially envisaged, 
feedback to these changes has been very positive.  

This is a very encouraging start for us as we continue to develop plans 
for the next phase of our Moving Forward project. Central to all these 
plans is of course keeping everyone informed and most importantly as 
before, consulting with and asking for ideas and input from all members 
of our congregation. 

Sandy Marshall, 
Moving Forward Team  
Coordinator 

It may well be a while yet 
before we get to use this 
layout as one of the many 
ways to gather for worship, 
fellowship and outreach in 
the refurbished sanctuary. 

One of the first things we noticed in registering as an 
eco-congregation, was the substituting of google with 
ecosia.org as the search engine of choice. Trees are 
bought and planted in proportion to its use. Go on, try it!  
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Ardoch IT Update 
With the completion of the installation of the equipment, it is now over 
to the team to gain experience in the use of all the equipment and 
prepare a User Manual. This as expected is challenging, but we have the 
support of our installers D3AV if needed.  

The original driver for the project was to provide a facility for the Church 
to be able to continue to provide services in a future where ministerial 
cover may be in short supply. The installation will prove a great 
advantage as we travel towards our recovery from the Covid-19 
lockdown restrictions. It now looks as if the installation of a camera and 
associated equipment should be considered in the near future, to allow 
us to provide live streaming of our Church Services. This was always 
part of the long-term plan, and although we are not intending to install 
the camera(s) until nearer the time we require them, we have approval 
for this to go ahead. 

The Hall lighting is complete and looks very smart and sleek. Emergency 
lighting has been installed and one of the sets of lights is now 
dimmable, so very flexible. We look forward to being able to make use 
of the new screen and projector once Covid restrictions have been lifted. 

Meanwhile, the upgraded website is continuing to be very popular and 
well used. Services from the website and Zoom services are providing a 
great deal of comfort to all and Thoughts for the Week have been 
inspirational. So good that all this technology has been so readily 
available to us all. 

 

Ardoch Pastoral Care (Outreach Team) 
We are a small, dedicated team who along with Mairi, take responsibility 
for the pastoral care in our Parish. Unfortunately, under Covid 19 
guidelines the team can currently only do doorstep visits. 

We rely on you, the members of our community, to tell us about anyone 
you know who would benefit from a doorstep visit, phone call, email, or 
even a Facetime message. This communication is vital to ensure we can 
make a difference to their lives and, importantly, that they are loved. 

Jesus said that the most important commandments are “to love God” 
and “to love our neighbour.” The Pastoral Care Team tries to fulfil this. 

The team contacts are Charles 880947, Barbara 880509, Lillian 880483, 
Heather 880556, Anne 880347. May God’s rich blessings be with you all.   
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Blackford Ways and Means 
Understandably, due to the pandemic restrictions in place since March, 
our “Ways and Means” activities have been completely curtailed. 

Keeping everyone safe is our main priority but like many others, we are 
missing our social gatherings so much this year. It is now looking very 
likely that we will not be able to organise any further “Ways and Means” 
activities for quite a number of months to come.  

Apart from the enjoyment and fun aspect of these events, they also 
contribute significantly to our much-needed fund-raising efforts. 

Although we do not know when, we look forward to getting our social 
events up and running again once government guidelines allow.  
Sandy Marshall and Laura Peacock, Ways and Means 
 
Blackford Foodbank 
We continue to host the Foodbank for the village sharing donations from 
the community and solicited from P&K Council. The Blackford Cares 
community survey may give this a new structure. 

 
Ardoch Youth Group 
We may not be meeting on a Sunday morning at 
the moment however, with our grateful thanks to 
Daniel Thomas and his mum, Lyndsey, our Hot 
Chocolate Club has been meeting virtually via 
Zoom on the first Friday of the month.  

All attendees get a little bag delivered to their 
home which contains a little note of how to join. 
An item that will be needed during the meeting is 
also added. We have had smarties, plasticine and 
song titles for a game and who could forget the 
kazoos (name that tune) and of course a packet 
of hot choc to enjoy while we chat.  

There’s been lots of laughs, we've played bingo, 
keepie-uppie challenges with balloons, seen the 
talents of our youngsters, made models and it's 
great to see how all are getting through our 
strange year until we can meet in person once 
again. 
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Ardoch Parish Church of Scotland  
Whose we are, and Whom we serve 

One Journey, Many Roads 
 

Keeping you in the loop 
On Tuesday 29th September it was reported that there have been over 
one million deaths worldwide due to coronavirus. The human suffering 
is incalculable. It is a sobering thought because we are often focussed 
on our own lives and the way this disease is affecting us. It certainly 
puts things into perspective when one considers the grief that so many 
families are experiencing having lost a loved one, a livelihood or a 
home. The inconvenience of staying home and the lifestyle-limiting 
regulations that prevent us from seeing loved ones etc. seem, on 
reflection, such a small price to pay in order to prevent the spread of 
this disease throughout our communities. 

However, I am also aware of the cost to individuals who are unable to 
receive hospital treatments and those who are suffering from being 
isolated, alone or unable to cope with all that is happening.  

In many ways, although older people are more susceptible to this 
disease, we have much to be thankful for. I am so grateful that I do not 
have to go out to work. I have a pension that means I have a steady 
income that I can depend on. I have a home, a husband, a daughter 
who I have seen twice since mid-February and lovely neighbours. I have 
a garden to work in and to enjoy. I can paint. I have so many things I 
am so grateful for that I could fill this page easily.  

I suppose I would count myself a very positive person, but I would say 
that is because of my faith. Jesus has a central place in my life and 
colours my life. I give Him permission, in fact I depend on Him, to steer 
my life – my thinking and interactions - giving me confidence that things 
will get better.  

My prayer is that you too can depend on Him for all your needs and that 
He will bring people into your life who can transform it and help you 
cope with Covid-19 restrictions. 

With all good wishes, Pat Duncan, Guild Secretary 

240th Anniversary: Next year we are to celebrate 240 years of Ardoch 
Church. Things are being thought over about how we celebrate this 
anniversary. Something to look forward to!  
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A Guild syllabus for January to April has been tentatively arranged as we 
continue to look for ways, means and permissions to restart. 

Isabella McNaughton has decided to retire from the Guild Committee, 
and we want to thank her for her many contributions and wish her well. 

Start-up Stirling have given Ardoch Guild a special 
and particular request when we approached them. 
They have asked for donations of Cranberry sauce, 
Christmas puddings and Bisto gravy granules. 

If you can donate any or all of these things singly or in multiples, please 
deliver or request uplift by a Guild Committee member by Friday 6th 
Nov. Committee members are: Heather (880556), Dorothy (01764 
661043), Phyllis (880566), Pat (880877), Maureen (880338), Barbara 
(880509), Anne (880709) and Sally (880496). 

We thank our president, Heather McDonald, for her kindness, especially 
when undertaking cancer treatment, by assiduously keeping in contact 
with Guild members with occasional phone calls.  

It has been my pleasure to speak to so many of you in these trying 
times. I held back in August as I thought we were getting back to 
normal. Then 1st September I was nearly locked down in Busby, for 
how long?! So another month has passed and I keep wondering, 
what stops us from picking up the phone and keeping in touch? I 
leave it with you (answers on a postcard....). Heather McDonald 

Craft Sales Please keep up the good work! – we are hoping to have a 
sale of all your craft work in January 2021.  

Guild Virtual Annual Gathering: If you have a device which allows 
you to go online, you can still access the Guild Virtual Annual Gathering 
courtesy of Christine Souter who has put it on the church website. It is 
an uplifting experience and well worth the effort. 

Ardoch Community Food Boxes. 
The give and take food boxes continue in Braco and Greenloaning. This 
service is kindly sponsored by the Ardoch Development Trust and Perth 
and Kinross Council. The Ardoch Kirk Session welcomes this initiative in 
setting up a give and take food bank and strongly encourages our 
members to give generously. The need for this help is increasing, with 
the furlough scheme being phased out at the end of October and 
possible job losses. The items suggested for donating are, dry foods, 
tins jars, toiletries, and cleaning products. THANK YOU.  
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Blackford Flower Rota 
It is great to have the right people in 
the right jobs. Here’s Helen Laing who 
organises the Blackford Flower Rota 
with one of her sunflowers grown from 
the seeds shared by Blackford Cares. 

 
Blackford Youth and Children’s Work 

We’ve met the Hot Chocolate Group in the church building once this 
session and aim to blend that with online events as well. This reflects 
the guidance for youthwork which mirrors schoolswork.  

Working with Under-12s has suddenly become harder again as the 
national church changed instruction at the start of October. A pilot 
Breakfast Club for the village had to be stopped almost as soon as it got 
started despite great support from the school, from families and from 
Zed in Blackford Village Stores. 

Mairi and Gordon recorded a harvest assembly for 
the three primary classes to each join from their 
classrooms before breaking up for the holidays. 
How do apples know when to ripen? Why does 
harvest not change when everything else did this 
year? Clue: Genesis 8:22.   

18 Oct Jean Robertson 

25 Oct Moira Hanslip 

1 Nov Margaret Earle 

8 Nov Remembrance Sunday Poppies 

15 Nov Stuart Laing 
22 Nov Rita Marshall 

29 Nov Joint Zoom Service 

6 Dec Helen Laing 

13 Dec See Rita Marshall 

20 Dec See Rita Marshall 
27 Dec See Rita Marshall 
3 Jan Jacqui Crawfurd 

10 Jan Jennifer Davidson 

17 Jan Helen Laing 

24 Jan Margaret Earle 
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Would you recognise…? 

I suspect that by now we all know 
Professor Jason Leitch, Scotland’s National 
Clinical Director, through his regular media 
commitments as a spokesperson for those 
who are advising the Scottish Government. 
But did you recognise the Bibles and the 
Systematic Theology books behind his left 
shoulder on this Reporting Scotland 
appearance? He’s a Christian, active in his 
church in Lanarkshire and living out his 
faith in the workplace.  

John Swinney also has several Bibles on his 
bookcase when he appears from his 
Perthshire home. The Interim Chief Medical 
Officer for Scotland, Dr Gregor Smith is 
regularly on “the other podium” at the First 
Minister’s press briefings each lunchtime; 
he is a Christian. When we looked at 
Nicodemus one Sunday back in March, we 
paralleled him to Scottish Finance Minister 
Kate Forbes as a follower of Jesus serving 
at the heart of a group of political leaders.  

This cutting from The Times was posted by 
the Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland on his Facebook 
page. He commented in this way: 

The wee article indicates that he is ‘reliant 
on his faith.’ Is there another way? 
Anything less reduces faith to a hobby. 

We follow the encouragement of 1 Timothy 
chapter 2 for “petitions, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
all people—for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and 
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This 
is good, and pleases God our Saviour who 
wants all people to be saved.”  
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The Blackford Kirk Session identified new Bibles 
as part of our request for Presbytery financial 
support this year. We are delighted that they agreed 
how important Bibles are to mission and ministry 
and we recently took delivery of around 80 Bibles 
plus a matching lectern Bible that we are now 
reading from each Sunday. This New International 
Version aims to help us read and hear God’s eternal 
word in contemporary language. 

500 years ago church leaders like Martin Luther, 
John Knox and George Wishart taught, argued and 
died “reforming” the church for the same goal. The 

last Sunday of October has been known as Reformation Sunday but is 
now often also called Bible Sunday to reflect the purpose of that fight. 
So, it is on Sunday 25th October (and subsequent Sundays) that we will 
make these Bibles (normal print or larger print) 
available for members of the congregation to collect 
as their own Bible.  

Yes, these are not pew Bibles. COVID-19 has given 
us the perfect opportunity to say, “Don’t leave this 
on the pew or seat. Take it home, read it, scribble in 
it, underline in it, put question marks beside bits, 
exclamation marks at other bits. Claim it as yours 
and read it regularly with anticipation.” 

Please do not leave it on your bookcase;  
despite being blue, it is designed to be read.  

 

A thought for the week from Charles Robertson 

Don’t give up on this year, keep fighting for the good. 
Keep showing up, keep loving. Keep going back, keep being kind. 
Keep being brave, keep caring.  
Keep trying new things, keep showing grace. Keep on…. 

This world needs you to believe in the good.  
Sometimes when God doesn’t answer our prayers right away,  
it is because he is waiting for the right moment.  
God knows when we are ready.  
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Bible Reading Programme 
Should anyone be unable to find a replacement please contact John 
Graham (Blackford) on (01764) 218734 or jag_annfield@hotmail.com or 
Christine Souter (Ardoch) on csouterbraco@aol.com or 07767 380011.  

Date  Readers A/B Lectionary reading for that week  

11 Oct 
Maureen James 
John Graham 

Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106;   
Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 

18 Oct 
Peter Scott 

William Hensley 
Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99; 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matt 22:15-22 

25 Oct 
Sally Young 

Thelma McNaught 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Ps 90:1-6, 13-17; 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 ; Matt 22:34-46 

1 Nov 
Irene Robertson 
Shona Stewart 

Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37; 
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matt 23:1-12 

8 Nov 
Alex Anderson 

Jacqui Crawfurd 
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7; 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matt 25:1-13 

15 Nov 
Phyllis McLeod 

Sheila Macdonald 
Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matt 25:14-30 

22 Nov 
Sue Crorie 

David Macdonald 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100; 

Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46 

29 Nov 
Pat Duncan 

Bruce Tarbet 
Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19;  
1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37 

6 Dec 
Charles Robertson 

Richard Bolton 
Isaiah 40:1-1;  Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 

2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 

13 Dec 
Heather McDonald 

Laura Peacock 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

20 Dec 
Eleanor Thomas 

Isla Peacock 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55; 

Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

27 Dec 
Mike Boxer 

Sandy Marshall 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148;  
Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 

3 Jan 
Bob Aitken 

Jeannette Barr 
Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; 

Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:10-18 

10 Jan 
Liz Paterson 

Robyn Peacock 
Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; 
Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 

17 Jan 
Lynsey Thomas 

Jane Roy 
1 Samuel 3:1-20; Psalm 139;  

1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 

mailto:jag_annfield@hotmail.com
mailto:csouterbraco@aol.com
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=163
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=163
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=163
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=163
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=61
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=61
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=61
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=61


 14 

Edith’s Hope September Update (Paul Smith, UK coordinator) 

In the UK the children have returned to school, offices have re-opened and 
life seemed to be getting back to some sense of normality, then seemingly 
overnight new restrictions were brought in as we faced our second wave of 
Covid-19. For us the biggest struggle is the uncertainty; not knowing when 
things will be safe and when life might return to normal. And, as we 
struggle with the pandemic and its effects here in the UK, I can't help but 
think of our team in Uganda facing similar uncertainties but on a much 
larger and more devastating scale.  

Today Uganda ran out of hospital beds. There are 7000 recorded cases and 
69 deaths. This is creating fear and panic in a country where the 
infrastructure to manage an outbreak like this does not exist. The other big 
concern with the pandemic and national lockdown is lack of food supply 
which is driving up prices leaving the most vulnerable without enough food 
and the extreme poor suffering more than ever.  

But in the midst of all this fear and concern our team are doing the most 
amazing job of supporting the orphaned families we work with. We have 
been overwhelmed by your generosity during this time as we fight to 
provide food and other resources to support the most vulnerable.  

As we face uncertainty over the coming weeks, the situation continues to 
be one of uncertainty in Uganda too. As a charity, we will, as always, 
support and care for those most in need.  

Although these are challenging times, Edith's Hope is all about empowering 
orphaned children and instilling hope. Ardoch Guild Committee agreed to 
send £150 to continue the church’s support of Edith’s Hope 

Meet Martin Oule, an orphan who was supported 
through EH from an early age. He was funded 
through secondary school and excelled to such a 
level he received a scholarship to university. EH 
donors then supported Martin through university by 
providing essentials for university life. He graduated 
as a doctor and went to work in a rural hospital in 

his home village. He then took up a role as a doctor in a refugee camp.  

Martin won a scholarship to study World Heath at Trinity College in Dublin, 
Ireland, beating 100s of other candidates from across Africa. He landed in 
Dublin this week to start his year and we are so thankful and grateful to 
have seen his journey go from one of extreme poverty to such an 
achievement. We will be going to see Martin once he is settled in. Please 
pray for him as he adjusts to a new life in the UK.  
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Love thy neighbour 
Society is always impressed by stories of heroism at times of stress created 
by wars or epidemics such as the current situation. For the military, medals 
are provided for acts of bravery, generally exhibited in the chaos of battle, 
the highest of these being the Victoria Cross in Great Britain and the Medal 
of Honor in the United States of America. 

Sergeant Norman Jackson, the flight engineer in the crew of a Lancaster 
Bomber attacked during a raid, climbed out onto its right wing to extinguish 
a fire to save the lives of the crew; he fell injured to the ground when the 
plane was again attacked. Saved by his parachute he spent 10 months in a 
German hospital. The pilot could not save the life of the plane but four of 
the crew survived its crash. For his action Norman Jackson received the VC. 

Desmond Doss was brought up in Virginia; he attended the Park Avenue 
Seventh Day Adventist Church School before joining Lynchburg Lumbar 
Company. When the Japanese launched their attack on Pearl Harbour, he 
joined up to become a combat medic. His refusal to carry a rifle aroused 
certain derision from other soldiers of his infantry company; he always 
carried his Bible. He was awarded the Bronze Star medal for action in Guam 
and then again in the Philippines, but it was in an action in Okinawa while 
serving with the 307th Infantry regiment that he showed exceptional 
courage. Driven back from an escarpment, only one third of the attacking 
force made it back down the hill leaving Desmond behind; he single handed 
under friendly and enemy fire rescued the wounded, lowering each down 
the cliff before setting off to get another; from one account 75 in all! He 
was the only WW2 conscientious objector to receive the Medal of Honor. 

Both Norman Jackson and Desmond Doss set out to save lives with no 
thought to their own. At present many people are doing exactly that against 
a virus which remains virulent. For medical staff, cleaning staff and all those 
keeping economic activity going, all of us should be grateful. The death rate 
among medical students is far, far from zero. The quiet courage that many 
are showing may not be rewarded with medals but is no less important. 

Their example fits the commandment that “thou shalt love their neighbour 
as thyself” (Mark 12:31). In following the slogan FACTS, are we not all 
doing this to some extent?  Forbes C. McNaughton  
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The Blackford Harvest Thanksgiving service  
included food going to the Blackford Foodbank  

and knitted blankets to Blythswood Cares. 
 
Across the linkage we share worship in the following ways each week: 

• In the building at Blackford at 10:00am 

• Online, in your own time, through the Ardoch website 

• Through PDF files of the Order of Service sent out by email 

• Through printed copies of the Order of Service delivered by hand 
or by post 

If you’re missing out on any of these, then please contact your elder or 
one of the Session Clerks listed on page 2 and we’ll happily see that you 
are better connected with the life and work of the church. 
 

Remember it is not a matter  
of whether or not we can go to church. 

When we’re a follower of Christ, we are the church. 
 
 

Sunday 29th of November is Advent Sunday 

We will take the opportunity to celebrate 
together in a very 2020 way: 

A joint Ardoch and Blackford worship service 
on Zoom at 11:00am 


