
 

 

Ardoch Parish Church  

Sunday 4th October 2020 

Welcome to our worship today when we are giving 

thanks for the harvest we have been fortunate 

enough to share in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opens with prayer 

Let us pray 

God of harvest time 

We gather together today as Your people and Your 
church 

To celebrate and to give thanks 

For the harvest we have been fortunate enough to 
share in.  

Enable us to be fruitful in our worship 

And to praise You with joyful hearts. 

Amen 

 



 

 

Mairi leads us in some opening thoughts  

and introduces the hymn  

“Touch the Earth Lightly” 

 

Mike Boxer is reading from Luke Chapter 12 v 
13-21 

The Parable of the Rich Fool 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell 
my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 

14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or 
an arbiter between you?” 15 Then he said to 
them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; life does not consist in an 
abundance of possessions.” 

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a 
certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He 
thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no 
place to store my crops.’ 

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear 
down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I 
will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, 
“You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. 
Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night 
your life will be demanded from you. Then who will 
get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up 



 

 

 things for themselves but is not rich toward God. 

Our thanksgiving prayers and the Lord’s 
Prayer are led by Lyndsey Thomas 

God of all creation, we praise and give thanks for 
all that You have given to us in our lives. We thank 
You for the beauty of the Scottish landscape, the 
beautiful braes, the burns, the highlands and the 
Islands. We thank You for the orchards, the 
excellent grazing pastures and the rich soil for 
cultivation. We thank You for all those who work 
the land and sea to provide food to feed us; for 
farmers who grow crops and produce livestock with 
love and care and those fishing the deep oceans. 
We thank You God for the rich variety of food that 
comes from all across the world. We thank You for 
the enjoyment and pleasure we find in sharing food 
in celebration and fellowship and we bring these 
prayers in Christ’s name.  Amen 

 

 Let us join together in the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy 

name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 

for ever. Amen  



 

 

Our next hymn introduced by Mairi is 

“The Harvest Samba song.” 

Mairi introduces us to Charles, Liz and 

Eleanor who are giving their reflections on 

the Harvest. 

Charles recounts how in his younger days the 

harvest was gathered in—hand picking the tatties, 

stacking the sheaves and then making a hay rick 

when he was 15, under the supervision of his Dad. 

The farms were on the whole smaller than now 

and with more helpers.  Now they tend to have 

larger fields and machinery that can do the work 

faster and with fewer workers. 

Liz gives us her experience of the harvest in 

Africa.  The weather plays a large part there too in 

the final results.  Drought and in particular this 

year, locusts, can bring devastation.  Whilst here 

we grow crops for distribution to feed the country, 

in Africa families tend to grow sufficient for their 

own needs and to sustain their family.   

Eleanor tells us how her family in lockdown was 

able to plant and tend more vegetables than 

normal in their garden.  Her harvest of courgettes 

was huge but the tomatoes and carrots were not 

so successful.  However their harvest will continue 

as they benefit from the glut of vegetables they 

have preserved for the winter.   

 
 



 

 

Mairi leads us in prayers for others   
We pray today for farmers and farm-workers, 
especially those we know in our parishes. We pray 
for them in the heat of summer and in the 
dreichness of the wet and cold of winter, as they 
tend their stock daily and cultivate their fields, as 
they manage the hedges, woodland and waterways. 
We pray for safety in a hazardous industry, 
encouragement for the solitary, and a fair price for 
their products. We pray for seasonable weather, 
good growth and good yields, so that there may be 
abundant harvests to feed hungry people. For safe 
work practices and healthy habits for all farmers, so 
that people and communities may flourish and be 
strong, For health and happiness in the home life of 
all farmers, and for families to work together with 
love, respect and harmony, For wise financial 
planning, land care and asset management, so that 
farmers may be confident about the future of their 
farms, for good communication between country 
and city, so that we may understand each other's 
needs and encourage one another. We pray for this 
country to increase its self-sufficiency in food that 
people and supermarket-buyers will support local 
growers. We pray for all those who provide seasonal 
labour at harvest time, for those who clean and 
process our food – often in tough conditions, for 
those who transport, inspect and sell our food and 
for all who cook it for us, remembering particularly 
all the new school caterers feeding our young 
children. We pray for rural and regional networks 
working to overcome rural loneliness and isolation; 
the Royal Scottish Agricultural Benevolent 
Institution and the National Farmers Union 
Scotland. We pray for the Church of Scotland’s 
Farming Minister, Rev Chris Blackshaw, working 



 

 

amongst the farming community in Ayrshire and 
across Scotland, supporting farmers and the 
agricultural community. Generous God, as we 
celebrate Your goodness to us in Scotland we also 
remember the plight of those whose harvests have 
failed. We pray for those whose land or crops have 
been affected by floods, drought, or fire by pests 
and disease. For those whose families are hungry 
and for those who have no seed or livestock for the 
future. We also remember those here and abroad 
who are dependent on food banks. Help us to be 
generous givers – of our money, food and time, as 
Christian disciples in this place, and show us how to 
be stewards of the resources of Your world, for the 
benefit of all people.  
 
Our closing hymn is “For the fruits of all creation.” 
 
Benediction 
 
Some of the material has been supplied by kind permission of 

Spill the Beans and Rev Chris Blackshaw 
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