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Office Bearers in the Parishes of Ardoch and Blackford 
 

Minister: Revd. Mairi Perkins, 
Ardoch Manse, Feddal Road, Braco FK15 9RE 

Tel: 01786 880948 
e-mail: mperkins@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 
Ardoch 

Session Clerk: 
Charles Robertson 

01786 880947 

cr.ardochsession@gmail.com 
 

 
Blackford 

Session Clerks: 
Mr Gordon Roy 

01764 682356 & 
Mr Sandy Marshall 

01764 682354 
sessionclerk@blackford.org.uk 

 
Depute Session Clerk: 

Mr Bob Aitken 
Tel: 01786 880310 

 

Church Officer: 
Mrs Shona Stewart 
Tel: 01764 682825 

 
Treasurer: 

Mr Stuart Brannen 
Tel: 01786 880394 

 

Treasurer: 
Mrs Mo Shedden 

treasurer@blackford.org.uk 
 

Organist/Choirmaster: 
Mr John Duncan 
01786 880877 

Organist: 
Mr John Duncan 
01786 880877 

  
Sunday School Leader: 

Mrs Ann Gordon 
Tel: 01786 880590 

 

Sunday School Superintendent: 
Mrs Shona Stewart 
Tel: 01764 682221 

 
Safeguarding: 

Mrs Joyce Wighton 
Tel: 01786 880606 

 

Safeguarding: 
Mrs Jeannette Barr 
Tel: 01764 682825 

Material for the autumn 2020 edition of The Link should be submitted to 
gordon.roy@outlook.com by the end of September; that’s with a view to 
The Link coming out in the second week of October. 
  

mailto:mperkins@churchofscotland.org.uk
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From Rev Mairi: 

There is a time for every 
season under heaven… 

Solomon, in his wisdom, wrote 
that there is a time to laugh and 
a time to dance (Ecclesiastes 
3:4), as well as a time to work 
hard and push oneself. 

Time is what our lives are made up of, but in our busy modern 
world it has become so easy to let time simply run away from us. 
E-mails, multiple television channels, mobile phones, computers, 
Zoom meetings all of which were supposed to have simplified and 
enhanced the quality of our lives seem to have taken over from 
the really important things of life. Perhaps we should ask how 
does God tell us to use our time? If we remember the 4th 
Commandment, God tells us that the 7th day was for rest, yet so 
few of us really take a Sabbath. The Sabbath is a time for 
relaxation—down time, time to employ a real change of pace that 
rests and rejuvenates us. If we’re going to be productive for God 
during our time of work, we also need to enjoy some time to relax 
and unwind. How often in the Bible do we see Jesus go away on 
his own, he needed quiet, he needed time to unwind and relax? 

Those who are involved in creative work know the need for 
relaxation and recreation. Trying to force creativity rarely works. 
That essential creative spark usually kindles itself at unexpected 
moments, when we are relaxed and not feeling pressure. Perhaps 
this is why the Gospels record the fact that Jesus Christ at times 
felt a need to get away from the crowds and to be alone. It’s the 
quiet, unhurried time that stimulates our creativity. 

Time is the essence of life. If we use it wisely, we can become 
better, more productive, more God-like people. We can love 
others more effectively. We can remember to play a little more 
and to stay young at heart for longer and we can learn the keys to 
eternal life as described in the Bible. 
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We have all experienced a difficult few months and it’s time to 
allow yourself that much needed time to relax, reflect and renew, 
spending good quality time with family and friends and come back 
ready and excited to fling those doors wide and welcome back our 
families, friends old and new and let’s really learn what it means 
to be a welcoming community. 

Have an enjoyable summer! 

God Bless 

Rev Mairi Perkins,  
01786 880948 

 
Cover Picture:  

We’re meeting roughly once a month on Zoom these past few weeks. 
The cover photo is derived from a couple of Sundays and also adding in 
the icon for those who have phoned in on their normal landline 
telephone. 

If you’ve not tried online or phone before then your next option for a 
live Zoom service is Sunday 26th July. Visit either church website for 
details of how to join online or phone one of the Session Clerks and we’ll 
talk you through how to join by phone. 

On Sundays when we are not live, we have a service laid out on the 
Blackford website mixing recorded items by Mairi and other 
congregational members plus hymns, songs, prayers and reflections 
posted or pulled through from other sites. This can then be followed 
through at our own pace. 

Both Kirk Sessions are working towards holding congregational worship 
back in our buildings from Sunday 6th September  

There may well be restrictions on numbers, physical distancing, singing, 
catering and hand sanitising still in place by then; you can see why we 
are in no rush to be limited by the current necessary legislation when to 
worship God is to speak to our heavenly Father who is always with us.  
The family experience of being the body of Christ is clearly limited by 
access to Zoom – or now by phone – and difficult to grasp when we 
access the website at different times. We have to make the most of that 
when we gradually return to our buildings.   
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With the easing of the Covid-19 restrictions, and in active response to 
the guidelines from the Church of Scotland and Scottish Government, 
Ardoch Kirk Session are working to open the Ardoch church building for 
private prayer in due course 

There is a small team preparing the building for this to happen. All 
Covid-19 guidelines will be followed along with all Health and Safety and 
bio-security measures so that the church building is a safe place. 

Actual times for opening will be announced on the noticeboard, orders 
of service and website when appropriate and a warm welcome will be 
extended to all members of our community to come to church for a 
quiet time of private prayer and reflection. 

 
Whether you’re heading to the building or heading to your own room 
(Matthew 6:6) you might find any of these resources helpful for 
personal prayer: 
• Try praying app or booklets 

• Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Journal 

• Downloads from the “toolshed” of the Prayer 

Course at prayercourse.org/toolshed 

• This thought from Tim Keller in the recent 

Bible Study series: God gives you what you 

would have asked for if you knew everything 

he knows.” 

• This book from the 10ofthose.com website 

or the prayer resources box at the Blackford 

Bell of Hope. Each spread takes a passage of 

Scripture and suggests 5 things to pray from it.  
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Ardoch Pastoral Care [Outreach Team] 

To all our friends in our Parish, we hope you have found the support 
during the Covid-19 lockdown helpful and comforting. The Pastoral Care 
team along with Mairi will continue to be as active as ever in our 
community, and are keen to have a chat on the phone with anyone who 
is finding lockdown, shielding or self-isolation difficult or who is maybe 
feeling lonely or anxious. 

The team is sorry it has had to withdraw the help with transport to 
appointments. This service is not possible under the current Covid-19 
guidelines. 

If you know of anyone who would appreciate a phone call or email, 
please call Charles Robertson on 01786 880947 or email 
cr.ardochsession@gmail.com 

Ardoch Blooms Again! 

The villages of Braco and 
Greenloaning have been enhanced by 
the tubs and barrels planted out with 
colourful displays by volunteers from 
the Ardoch in Bloom Group. As Perth 
and Kinross Council weren’t able to 
raise plants this year, our volunteers 
stepped up and seeds were sown, 
cuttings taken and some plants gifted 
by members of the community. Some plants were purchased from Braco 
Home and Garden, a new business set up in the village. 

The tubs and barrels are now flowering, giving a colourful display 
around the villages and helping to lift residents’ spirits.  Thanks to 
everyone who has helped in any way. 

Trusting God in difficult times 
The Bible Study has picked up a video series from Tim Keller that is 
available on YouTube called Trusting God in difficult times. Opening up 
a Psalm or each of the chapters from Habakkuk, the videos aimed to 
speak to our minds and to our hearts. You can search for them now on 
YouTube and see if you agree. The studies became all the more 
poignant when news came through of Tim’s cancer diagnosis over these 
few weeks since recording the 10-minute videos.  
We’ll be back to study together in September probably without Zoom.  
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Courage (from Charles Robertson)  

Courage is manifested through the daily steps we take 
through every tough decision along our journey we've had to make. 

It's often a soft whisper, telling us to keep going, 
to trust in ourselves a little more, 
listening to that courage will create 
opportunities and open brand-new doors. 

Courage is that little voice we hear as we go to bed, 
it reassures us that we are doing our best 
and better days are ahead.  

God's Word. 
Be strong and of good courage. Do not fear or be afraid. For the Lord 
your God is the one who goes with you; he will not leave you or forsake 
you. Deuteronomy Chapter 31 Verse 6. 

 
Community Food Boxes. 
There are two Give and Take boxes 
in the Ardoch Parish; one at the 
Braco Village Hall and the other at 
Greenloaning School. This very kind 
service is sponsored by the Ardoch 
Development Trust and Perth and 
Kinross Council. They will remain 
open for as long as they are needed 
for anyone to put in and/or take out 
food supplies and other non-food items (toiletries, face coverings etc) 
Please wash hands before using the boxes and bring your own bags. 
 
The Blackford Foodbank has reached a point with many other rural 
foodbanks where donations are exceeding requirements and we’ve 
stopped asking for donations though still accepting surplus goods from 
shielding parcels. We expect new demands on the food bank when more 
businesses collapse, and redundancies follow.  

Perth and Kinross Council stock will continue to augment local donations 
at that point and “Grab Bags” remain available at the Bell of Hope – with 
a phone number for extra help when required – until then. 
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Bible Reading Programme 

While we are meeting online (or “worship without meeting”) we have 
readers from alternate congregations. Assuming we return to the 
buildings in September and start to have two services, we’ll add 
additional readers as required. We don’t read all four weekly passages in 
our services but they can be read at home to build our understanding 
and appreciation of God’s Word, his purposes and his character. 

Date & Reader Lectionary for that week 

5th July 
Moira Hanslip (B) 

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Psalm 45; 
Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

12th July 
Sue Crorie (A) 

Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 119:105-112; 
Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

19th July 
Richard Bolton (B) 

Genesis 28:10-19a; Psalm 139;  
Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 

26th July 
Irene Robertson (A) 

Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm128;  
Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 

2nd August 
Thelma McNaught (B) 

Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 17;  
Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21 

9th August 
Liz Paterson (A) 

Genesis 37:1-4,21-28; Psalm 105:1-6,16-
22,45b; Romans 10:5-15; Matthew 14:22-33 

16th August 
Jacqui Crawfurd (B) 

Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 133; Romans 11:1-
2a,29-32; Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28 

23rd August 
Phyllis McLeod (A) 

Exodus 1:8-2:10; Psalm 124;  
Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20 

30th August 
Laura Peacock (B) 

Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105;  
Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28 

6th September 
Eleanor Thomas (A) 

Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149;  
Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20 

13th September 
Jeannette Barr (B) 

Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 114;  
Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35 

20th September 
Bob Aitken (A) 

Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105;  
Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16 

27th September 
Shona Stewart (B) 

Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78;  
Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32 

4th October 
Lyndsey Thomas (A) 

Exodus 20; Psalm 19;  
Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46 

11th October 
John Graham (B) 

Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106;  
Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 25:1-13 
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Ardoch Parish Church of Scotland Guild 

It has been my continued pleasure to contact the majority of our 30+ 
Guild members, past and present. 14 weeks of lockdown and everyone 
appears to be coping so well. Of course, the good weather, and us all 
having gardens of some sort, has been an advantage. Extended families 
throughout the world have been asked for and remembered. 

As we see the light at the end of the tunnel, let us hope and pray we do 
not get a second spike, that we can all move forward with faith and 
confidence in the future and not be fearful. 

Thanks to Sally for her excellent World Day of Prayer meeting and 
report. We look forward to next year’s event. We have provisionally 
made up a syllabus for January to April 2021 but we may hopefully 
manage a wee get together before then. Finally, thank you all for your 
cheery chat. 
Heather McDonald 

 
Our World Day of Prayer took place 
this year on Friday 6th March at 11am. 
The service titled ‘Rise, take your mat 
and walk’ was written by the Christian 
women of Zimbabwe. 

It was great to welcome so many and to join together in prayer and 
song to celebrate and support Zimbabwean women. A big thank you to 
all those who helped to lead the service, those who read, baked 
Zimbabwean goodies and those who provided African artefacts and 
helped set up the hall. Thanks in particular to Fiona Chalamanda for 
providing the musical accompaniment and for lending us such wonderful 
colourful costumes. The very generous collection of £120 will help 
support Christian societies which have projects in Zimbabwe. 

We look forward to next 
year’s World Day of Prayer 
service ‘Build up a strong 
foundation’ which has 
been written by the 
Christian women of 
Vanuatu. 
Sally Young 



Somebody’s Mother,  
by Mary Dow Brine 

The woman was old and ragged and gray 

And bent with the chill of the winter’s 
day 

The street was wet with a recent snow  
And the woman’s feet were aged and 

slow. 

She stood at the crossing and waited 
long, 

Alone, uncared for, amid the throng. 

Of human beings who passed her by 

Nor heeded the glance of her anxious 

eye. 
Down the street, with laughter and 

shout, 
Glad in the freedom of ’school let out’, 

Came the boys like a flock of sheep, 

Hailing the snow piled white and deep. 

Past the woman so old and gray 

Hastened the children on their way. 
Nor offered a helping hand to her – 

So meek, so timid, afraid to stir 
Lest the carriage wheels or the horses’ 

feet 

Should crowd her down in the slippery 

street. 

At last came one of the merry troop, 
The gayest laddie of all the group; 

He paused beside her and whispered 

low, 

‘I’ll help you cross, if you wish to go.’ 

Her aged hand on his strong young arm 
She placed, and so, without hurt or harm 

He guided the trembling feet along, 

Proud that his own were firm and strong. 
Then back again to his friends his went, 

His young heart happy and well content. 

‘She’s somebody’s mother, boys, you 

know, 

For all she’s aged and poor and slow, 
‘And I hope some fellow will lend a hand 

To help my mother, you understand, 
‘If ever she’s poor and old and gray, 

When her own dear boy is far away.’ 

And ‘somebody’s mother’ bowed low her 

head 

In her home that night, and the prayer 
she said 

Was ‘God be kind to the noble boy, 
Who is somebody’s son and pride and 

joy!’  

 

 

 
Offered by Bruce Tarbet

 

Blackford Hot Chocolate 

We’ve met weekly since March settling on a Sunday evening slot for 
games, chat and some Bible reflection and prayer over Hot Chocolate 
and a review of the week. It’s been an interesting change from our 
monthly church meetings with more focussed discussion and activity as 
well as some free chat amongst the young people involved with Bruce, 
Jane and Gordon.  
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The building of Blackford Parish 
Church is coming back together 
with a new flexible space taking 
shape at the front ready for new 
flooring and chairs. There’s still a 
lot of tidying, cleaning and 
painting to be done as well as 
putting together the first 30 
seats. Offers to Sandy who is 

leading our Moving Forward Development Project.  

We were delighted to receive further support from Perth Presbytery 
agreeing to reduce our national contributions and use the finances 
locally again this year. Our application was based very much on our 
current ministry and opportunities ahead of us and focus on hospitality, 
the Word of God and prayer. We can buy catering equipment, soft 
furnishings, congregational Bibles in the New International Version and 
develop a prayer labyrinth in the grounds. 

We have welcomed the Community Garden to the rear of the building 
and installed outside tap and electrics together with a freshening up of 
the gravel to support that venture using money from the Blackford 
Community Fund. 
 
Blackford Holiday Club 
We continue to look at options for the summer in parallel with the wider 
community activities that focus on well-being and community spirit. 
Despite the Olympics being rescheduled, that may well set a theme and 
context for both the village and church activities which will need to be 
outdoors anyway; there seems little appetite in local families for online 
engagement.  
 
Despite house to house collections not happening in 
Blackford or indeed nationally, £93.36 was sent to Christian Aid Week 
mostly collected through the tin in the Blackford Village Stores. 
 

Kirsty Duncan has sung for us on a number of 
occasions. She does a ‘live’ concert every Sunday 
afternoon at 3pm and she posts individual song 
recordings weekdays. They are all available on her 
Facebook page which is facebook.com/kirstyduncansinger  

https://www.facebook.com/kirstyduncansinger
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Hope 
If you only carry one thing 

throughout your life, let it be hope. 
Let it be hope that better things 

are always ahead. 
Let it be hope that you can get 

through even the  
toughest of times. 
Let it be hope that  
you are stronger  

than any challenge that  
comes your way. 

Let it be hope that you are exactly 
where you meant to be right now, 
and that you are on the path to 
where you are meant to be… 
because during these times,  

hope will be the very thing that 
carries you through. 
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