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Office Bearers in the Parishes of Ardoch and Blackford 
 

Minister: Revd. Mairi Perkins, 
Ardoch Manse, Feddal Road, Braco FK15 9RE 

Tel: 01786 880948 
e-mail: mperkins@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 
Ardoch 

Session Clerk: 
Charles Roberson 

01786 880947 

cr.ardochsession@gmail.com 
 

 
Blackford 

Session Clerks: 
Mr Gordon Roy 

01764 682356 & 
Mr Sandy Marshall 

01764 682354 
sessionclerk@blackford.org.uk 

 
Depute Session Clerk: 

Mr Bob Aitken 
Tel: 01786 880310 

 

Church Officer: 
Mrs Shona Stewart 
Tel: 01764 682825 

 
Treasurer: 

Mr Stuart Brannen 
Tel: 01786 880394 

 

Treasurer: 
Mrs Mo Shedden 

treasurer@blackford.org.uk 
 

Organist/Choirmaster: 
Mr John Duncan 
01786 880877 

Organist: 
Mr John Duncan 
01786 880877 

  
Sunday School Leader: 

Mrs Ann Gordon 
Tel: 01786 880590 

 

Sunday School Superintendent: 
Mrs Shona Stewart 
Tel: 01764 682221 

 
Safeguarding: 

Mrs Joyce Wighton 
Tel: 01786 880606 

 

Safeguarding: 
Mrs Jeannette Barr 
Tel: 01764 682825 

Copy date for the Summer 2020 edition of The Link should be submitted 
to gordon.roy@outlook.com towards the end of June; details nearer the 
time when we might well know a bit more of what’s possible by then. 
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From Rev Mairi: 

Spring has arrived in all its glory once more. We see 
signs of new life all around as new flowers and plants 
burst through the ground and lambs start to appear in 
the fields. Nothing ever stands still; God’s world is a 
mystery beyond our wildest imagination and I for one 
will never stop dreaming. 

Our Link magazine is always such a great way of taking a step back and 
looking at how far our linked Parishes have come. Two parishes so 
vastly different and diverse yet totally united in their love for Christ our 
Saviour and that is what links us more than anything else that we do as 
individuals. 

Since the turn of the year both churches have been busy developing our 
plans for mission and ministry, for extending the love of Christ as far 
and wide as we can through the churches into the community 

Ardoch are in the middle of installing an audio visual system to 
compliment the Wi-Fi which was installed late last year and Blackford 
have removed the first 6 rows of pews to make room for the love of 
Christ to be expressed in many different ways. We have certainly 
embraced technology in ways that we never thought possible. These are 
two very exciting projects which we believe will allow the Spirit of God 
to move more freely in us and through us. I invite you all to be part of 
our moving forward with Christ in our hearts, our church and our 
community. 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” 

May God bless you and keep you! 

Rev Mairi Perkins, 01786 880948 
 

Cover Picture:  
The Ardoch elders used Zoom (an 
online video conference platform) to 
meet in April. That’s also how we did 
Communion on Maundy Thursday 
across the linked churches and plan 
to do so again with our live joint 
services at 11am on the 3rd and 31st 
of May.  
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Ardoch Pastoral Care [Outreach Team] 

During these unprecedented times, the Pastoral Care Team have been 
continuing to reach out to people in our Parish. The team, along with 
Mairi, have been giving priority to folk living on their own by making 
regular phone calls to them. To have a chat makes such a difference 
when we’re under these “lockdown” conditions. Easter cards were sent 
to many people in the Parish. 

If you know of anyone who would appreciate a phone call or an email, 
please call Charles on 01786 880947 or email 
cr.ardochsession@gmail.com 
 
Ardoch IT Report 

Our application to Presbytery for approval of our IT Project suffered a 
delay in processing. However, the application was eventually forwarded 
to the General Trustees and the Committee on Church Art and 
Architecture and they came back with some queries for more detail. 
After responding to these the project was eventually approved by 
CARTA and the General Trustees in early January. The Team then 
awarded the contract for the installation of all the equipment in the 
Church and Church Hall to a company from Perth. 

The work was scheduled to start on March 23. After a day of work on 
the project, Lockdown arrived and the work had to stop. However, we 
have been assured that the first project to be worked on when the 
Government permits this to restart, will be our installation. 

Meanwhile, the Ardoch Parish Church website has had a facelift! It is 
now much more user friendly and provides access to church services 
online, a Thought for the Week, a Message from Mairi, Guild news and 
details of activities for the children and young people. This is generally 
via a link to material available from the Church of Scotland website, but 
will also be used for Zoom meetings for Hot Chocolate etc. The new 
design is still in the early stages and improvements will continue. If you 
have any suggestions for something you would like to see on the 
website, then please contact either Christine or Sue. 

During this time, many of us are trying out new technology to keep in 
touch. However, do remember that a phone call can be just as welcome 
for those in isolation. 

Ardoch IT Team  

mailto:cr.ardochsession@gmail.com
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Ardoch Stewardship 

Our Talents survey showed that there are many members with talents 
which could be used to the benefit of both the congregation and the 
local community. Here are the activities which arise from these talents. 

• Baking and cooking 

• Crafts 

• Dancing 

• Dog Walking Group 

• Golf 

• Holiday club activities/props  

• Hot Chocolate Club 

• Knitting 

• Monthly games session 

• Photography 

• Songs of Praise 

• Walking Group. 

• Property repairs and 
maintenance 

• School holidays children’s 
lunch club 

• Singalong, to include those 
with dementia 

• Driving the elderly for medical and other appointments 

• Gardening both for the church and older members of the community 

We now need to identify those individuals who would be prepared to 
take on leading an activity. 

Once this is complete a programme of activities can be put together and 
publicised within the church and community at large. 

In the current situation arising from the Coronavirus it is unlikely we 
could introduce a programme of events before the year end but that 
does not stop us making preparations now. 

If you are prepared to take on responsibility 
for one of these activities please let me know. 

Roy L Spiers 
Stewardship Convenor 
Tel: 01786 880300 
Email: roy1204spiers@btinternet.com  
 
 
An optimistic date for the diary 
Sunday 12th July 2020 1.30 for 2.00-2.30pm tee off. 
Ardoch & Blackford Golf Outing to Muthill Golf Club 
Depending on Government instructions 
John Souter   

mailto:roy1204spiers@btinternet.com
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Ardoch Outreach Community Lunches 

We had two Community Lunches at the start of the year. In January we 
had a Burns theme with traditional fayre. Stuart Macdonald led a sing-a-
long of well-known Scottish songs. In February, we celebrated St 
Valentine with soup and home baked goodies. Stuart entertained with a 
selection of love songs. 

The Outreach Team would like to thank Mairi and all our friends for their 
support with soup making and home baking and the wider community 
for joining us each month. 

Unfortunately, with the onset of coronavirus, the March lunch had to be 
cancelled but we hope to start again in the autumn. 

Charles Robertson, coordinator 
 
Ardoch Finance 

The church receives regular income from members by three normal 
methods: 

● Freewill Envelopes  ● Open plate  ● Bank transfers 

The bank transfers have been unaffected by the current lockdown. 
However the other two sources, which are dependent on collection at 
Sunday services, have been severely affected. Since the commencement 
of lockdown only £50.00 has been received in respect of Freewill 
Envelopes and open plate. It is appreciated that, in these stressful 
times, some members may have concerns over their finances. If you 
feel able to, I ask that members contributing by envelope or open plate 
consider changing to payment by Standing Order or by transfer to the 
church’s bank account.  If you do not wish to use a bank transfer, your 
envelopes incorporating a cheque, can be forwarded to me at 12 
Commander’s Grove, Braco, FK15 9PL. Also, I would ask, that if you are 
a tax payer and do not already use the “Gift Aid” scheme that you 
consider this as we gather 25% more on your gift through a tax reclaim. 

I shall be pleased to discuss any of the above by phone, 01786 880 394, 
or email on stuart.brannen@btopenworld.com 

Thank you for your understanding of the situation, which is affecting all 
aspects of our life at this time. 

Stuart Brannen (Treasurer)  

mailto:stuart.brannen@btopenworld.com
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Ardoch Church Scottish Country Dance Club 

At our Burns Evening in January, we enjoyed 
some Burns themed dances before we sat 
down to a light Burns Supper provided by class 
members. The haggis was carried in by Alan 
Mitchell and addressed by Duncan Campbell. 
Recitations and songs were provided by many 
class members. Jen Copeland, our teacher, 
devised a varied programme of Burns themed 
dances. 

Musical entertainment was provided by class 
members, Susie and Stuart Robertson on fiddle 
and guitar with Gavin Gourlay on guitar. Our 
guest musician, Davey from Dunblane played 
the fiddle and we were delighted to welcome 
back our retired pianist, Cath Petrie. 

The evening concluded with Auld Lang Syne 
and a comprehensive vote of thanks for what 
was a very memorable evening. 

It was with great sadness that we learnt in 
March of the passing of one of our 
longstanding members. Julian Crawfurd passed 
away on the 9th March in Ninewells Hospital 
after a long battle with pancreatitis. He will be 
so much missed in dancing circles - especially 
for his birls and twirls! In his memory, Jen 
Copeland has devised a new dance called 
Julian’s Jig. 

This dancing session finished abruptly after 7 
weeks due to coronavirus; we look forward to 
dancing again when it’s possible for us to meet 
up safely. 

Charles Robertson 
 
Ardoch Church Hall Bookings 
The contact for Ardoch Church Hall Bookings is now: Charles Robertson 
on 01786 880947 email: cr.ardochsession@gmail.com  

mailto:cr.ardochsession@gmail.com
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Ardoch Parish Church of Scotland Guild 

These are very strange times, and I think we are all learning to adjust to 
our new routines although I acknowledge that it is proving difficult for 
some. We all have a responsibility to keep in touch; not only with our 
loved ones but also with neighbours and our many friends. Our Guild 
president, Heather, has been on the phone to all those for whom she 
has a contact number. It is heart-warming to also see how the Ardoch 
community has fashioned ways and means to reach out to those self-
isolating and shielding – offering help and support where needed. I 
personally have been a recipient of this help; having returned from 
Lanzarote, we have had to quarantine ourselves for 14 days. An Ardoch 
volunteer shopped for us and posted letters etc. It is at times like these 
that we really appreciate the amazing community in which we live. 

Our meeting in January was led by Ann Spiers and we welcomed an 
inspirational speaker, Elaine Hopley from Dunblane who is renowned for 
her record-breaking rowing across the Atlantic – single handed! 

Our annual ‘Souper Sunday’ that took place after church on 19 January 
was a great success raising £93 for the World Mission HIV programme. 
A great effort for a very worthwhile cause - and this is the second 
donation we have sent this session. 

A Guild lunch at Gloagburn happened at the end of January and was 
well attended and enjoyed by all. 

Our February speaker was Breda Seaman who came to 
enlighten us about the provision for dementia sufferers 
and their carers in Dunblane and the surrounding area. 
A gift of £50 was given to ‘Dementia Friendly Dunblane.’  

In March, we welcomed local Guilds who had been invited to join us for 
our annual open meeting. Ken Russell, Prison Chaplain, came to talk and 
this proved to be a fascinating insight into the work that he undertakes 
at Perth Prison. The sales table raised £120 for our projects. 

Our annual ‘World Day of Prayer’ was beautifully organised by one of 
our Committee members, Sally Young. She did an excellent job setting 
up, preparing the theme and organising participation. A donation to 
WDP of £120 was forwarded. It is always a lovely event that helps us to 
understand the situations and difficulties that face many Christians in 
different countries around the world. This year we were thinking about 
and praying for Zimbabwe. 
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Something we as a Guild look forward to each year is hosting our annual 
‘Spring Afternoon Tea.’ This is an event where children violinists, being 
tutored and led by Fiona Chalamanda, come along to entertain us. We 
were sad that this event was unavoidably cancelled due to self -
distancing measures being introduced due to Covid19. It is always 
special to see and hear the progress of individual children from year to 
year. The ‘Afternoon Tea’ is something attended not only by Guild 
members but also by proud parents and grandparents of the children 
who perform. 

The Guild AGM in April was also cancelled and that meant that our 
speaker from the Scottish charity ‘Malawi Fruits’ had to be postponed. 

A special thank-you has to be afforded to Phyllis McLeod who, in my 
absence as I ‘wintered’ on Lanzarote, took over the reins of Guild 
Secretary and did an excellent job.  

The Guild Committee are soon going to be tentatively 
organising a syllabus for next session just in case we 
can come together for meetings. We will just have to 
see how things go......  

Keep safe and sane, 

Pat Duncan, Ardoch Guild Secretary 

 

Addendum from our president Heather McDonald: 

In these quite different times (though I feel like I have been self-
isolating since last September) how good is it to speak to someone on 
the phone! Something many of us are not now in the habit of doing. It 
has been my absolute pleasure to talk to all of our Guild members and 
most of my elder’s district over the past month. What an inspiration; so 
many different outlooks and opinions and all mostly positive. Living in 
such a beautiful part of the world, and sunny weather certainly helps.  

I just want to reiterate how good it is to talk.  
You all know who you can call at any time.  

Heather McDonald, Ardoch Guild President 
(almost back to full strength) 
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Edith’s Home becomes Edith’s Hope!  

Edith’s Hope will continue the work Edith’s Home has 
done over the past 15 years and continue to support 
over 350 orphaned children.  

The charity has teamed up with a Ugandan charity, The 
Haileybury Youth Trust, which trains Ugandans in a 
carbon-saving building technology, giving them 
construction skills that improve education, opportunity and livelihoods. 
Their skills are helping to teach Edith’s Hope building construction 
students an innovative and environmentally friendly building method.  

Edith’s Hope continues to support its students at the 
Vocational School. Around 80 students attend and live at 
the school during term time, learning vocational skills 
such as bricklaying, cement work, tailoring and carpentry. 

Each student graduates with a starter pack of tools to allow them to 
immediately pursue their trade in their home village or elsewhere.  

Supporting 60 child headed families is a large part of 
Edith’s Hope outreach work. Social workers initially help 
these families by providing essential food and medical 
supplies as well as emotional support. In time, the programme enables 
families to become self-sufficient through training, livestock and 
continuing social support. 

Covid-19 has presented many more challenges in Uganda and has left 
the most vulnerable children at even greater risk. There is a fundraising 
campaign to support the additional work that is taking place, to ensure 
that orphaned children and families continue to receive all the help they 
need to build a more hopefully future.  
For more information please head over to 
the new website at edithshope.org   

Meantime, please keep these vulnerable 
youngsters and the wider community in 
the Ngora district of Uganda in your 
thoughts and prayers as they struggle 
with the coronavirus pandemic 

Irene Robertson  

https://www.edithshope.org/
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With approval from various 
church committees and financial 
support from the General 
Trustees at “head office” together 
with their encouragement to “get 
on with it,” we outlined the next 

stages of our Moving Forward Project to the church in early February. 
Subsequently we scheduled a meeting with an architect and began 
removing the front rows of pews to continue to rework the sanctuary 
into a more flexible space for worship and witness. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, there 
are areas of our 160-year-old 
floor that are sufficiently rotten 
that we have to replace them 
immediately and other areas that 
we cannot ignore. By the time we 
met the architect and other 
professionals we were taking their 
advice and needing to reorder our 
priorities for the project. 

With the current “lockdown” restrictions still in force and the resulting 
closure of the building, our planned actions are “on-hold” for the time 
being. Once these measures are lifted, we will be ready to progress with 
our vision to create a multi-functional, all age community area. This 
bigger space will not only enable us to have greater flexibility in our 
regular services of worship but will also provide more opportunity to 
hold social events and gatherings. This is the next phase in our exciting 
wider plans for the future of our Church building and its use. 

As part of our ongoing development together as elders we’ve been 
discussing some of the issues of pastoral care, looking to how we equip 
ourselves better to serve the church and community in these areas.  

Presbytery’s course on showing and telling the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, has yet to be completed. But how do we 
respond in these circumstances to our aim of inspiring 
people with the Good News of Jesus Christ through 
enthusiastic worshipping, witnessing, nurturing and 
serving of our community. How do we hold to Christ in 
these settings and lift him up for others to see and hear in us?  

BLACKFORD 
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Blackford Hot Chocolate 
We’ve had a couple of meetings in the Session Room 
this year and then went bowling on Friday 13th March 
which was Sport Relief Night. Everyone had to 
contribute 1p for every point less than 300 that they 
scored and we sent about £26 off to Comic Relief. 

Since then we’ve been meeting almost weekly online through Zoom, 
playing games, talking, watching video clips, praying and, of course, 
drinking Hot Chocolate. Long may it continue. 

Stacks of Pancakes 

Shrove Tuesday was a perfect excuse to 
get the grills and batter mix out then 
welcome 50-60 folk of all ages into the 
building to make and eat pancakes 
together; which they duly did. With 
Holiday Club and assembly songs playing 
in the background, plus all the sugar content of the pancakes, no one 
seemed too bothered about the large taped off area in the middle of the 
building. Come and join us on the 16th February 2021 if you missed it. 

Bible Study 

We got half the year face to face and now we meet electronically and 
happy to adjust as long as we can hold a Wi-Fi signal. The miracle 
narratives of Matthew’s Gospel have proved to be very clearly speaking 
into our currently situation. If you thought that being harassed and 
helpless was not going to attract Jesus’ attention when he had deaf, 
dumb and blind kids to heal then you’re wrong; go and check Matthew 
9v36 and see that he had compassion on those who were harassed and 
helpless too. What do you think he’s saying to you in your situation? 
How are other people going to hear about Jesus’ compassion?  

Thy Kingdom Come 

As a global prayer movement that invites Christians 
around the world to pray for more people to come to 
know Jesus, Thy Kingdom Come goes ahead in May. It’s 
the 10 days from Ascension to Pentecost meaning that 
we finish together in a joint online service on Sunday 
31st May. More details to come.  
.  
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Blackford Ways and Means 

After all the fun filled festivities of Christmas, our social activities for 
this year started with our Church Burns Supper on 21st January. 

The Church hall was packed and a wonderful 
celebration of the bard was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all. As one of our attendees commented 
afterwards, “it was like one big family get 
together”. The haggis was carried in by Helen 
Laing to the wonderful piping of 12-year-old Guy 
Morton. The address to the haggis was brilliantly 
delivered by father and daughter, Andrew and 
Robyn Peacock.  

After Mairi gave us the Selkirk Grace, a delicious 
traditional supper of haggis, neeps and tatties 
followed by raspberry cranachan was served. 
The Immortal Memory was another feast to 
enjoy with the life story of Robert Burns once 
again presented and enacted brilliantly by David 
and Sheila Macdonald including many of bard’s 
works in songs and poetry. Sandy Marshall and 
Laura Peacock gave the toast and reply to “The 
Lassies” and musical entertainment for the 
evening was provided by Moira Hanslip, Andrew, 
Isla and Robyn Peacock and Richard Bolton.  

A hilarious twist to “Tam O’Shanter” namely 
“Tam the Bonnet” was recited by David 

McDonald and another highlight of the supper. Sincere thanks go to 
everyone involved in supporting this fun evening. We’re already 
looking forward to next year’s supper! 

Although we don’t know when things will get back to normal at the 
moment, we are still hoping that our planned “Strawberry Afternoon 
Tea” on Sunday 26th July at the home of Sheila and David Macdonald 
will go ahead. Please keep that date free in your diary! 

Another date to note in your diary for later in the year will be our 
second “Music Festival” between Friday 23rd October to Sunday 25th 
October. More details will follow in due course.  

Sandy Marshall  
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Sunday services in May and June 

We will be developing our service pattern over the next two months. 
Most Sundays we will continue to provide the chance to work through a 
service outline at your own speed either from recorded sections on the 
web or through a printed copy of the service content. These services 
can be found on the Blackford website with links from the home page of 
the Ardoch website and the Blackford Facebook page. 

Following the success of the maundy Thursday Communion service 
where around 35 folk joined online, we will have live services at 11am 
on the first and last Sunday of May. Sunday 3rd is our Communion 
Sunday so this will be part of that worship service; come prepared with 
your own bread/wafer and wine/juice if you wish to take part. 

With more time on our own, you may well want to extend your Bible 
reading using the full weekly offering of lectionary readings. 

3rd May 
Eleanor Thomas 
& Laura Peacock 

Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23;  
1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10 

10th May Lyndsey Thomas 
Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5,15-16 

1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14 

17th May David Macdonald 
Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20 

1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21 

24th May Sally Young 
Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 66:1-10,32-35 
1 Peter 4:12-5:11, John 17:1-11 

31st May 
Mike Boxer & 

Sheila Macdonald 
Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-35 
1 Cor 12:3b-13; John 20:19-23 

7th June Moira Hanslip 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8 

2 Cor 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20 

14th June Peter Scott 
Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7; Psalm 116; 
Romans 5:1-8; Matthew 9:35-10:23 

21st June Jane Roy 
Genesis 21:8-21; Psalm 86:1-17 

Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:24-39 

28th June Maureen James 
Genesis 22:1-14; Psalm 13; 

Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=142
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=142
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=146
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=146
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=147
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=147
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=148
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=148
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=148
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=148
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` 
Under the current circumstances, sadly, we are unable 
to collect house-to-house or offer you breakfast at our 
Big Brekkie served in the church by the Hot Chocolate 
Youth Group. 

However, Christian Aid still need our support. The following message 
clarifies how your donation could help those in poorer countries. Many 
thanks as always. 

Christian Aid and their partners already have experience of limiting 
the spread of infection during the Ebola crisis, and they intend to 
build on this experience to continue to stand together with 
communities living in poverty during this period.  

If infection rates start to develop as they are in Europe, then people 
in poorer countries will be hit even harder. Many are already living 
with reduced health resilience because of extreme poverty, or in 
overcrowded humanitarian camps and in countries which do not have 
the healthcare infrastructures needed to combat widespread disease.  

Christian Aid and their partners will be working on the ground to help 
prepare communities to limit the impact of Covid-19. If you are able to 
support them please donate at christianaid.org.uk 

Blythswood boxes 
Knitting is continuing so donations of wool would be gratefully accepted. 

Blackford Church Sunshine Bags 
For all our faithful collectors of pennies we obviously want to put 
peoples’ safety first so we will not be handing out bags this month. If 
you are still keen for us to collect later in the year please phone Jane on 
682356. Thank you. 

Blackford Church Finances 
If you are wondering what to do with your weekly envelopes that are 
mounting up, then we’ll start to receive them through the letter box at 
the kitchen door of the church building. Make that part of your exercise 
or ask one of us who are not shielding or isolating to collect from you. 

Changing your regular giving to standing order or direct debit from your 
bank may also help you and the church during this time. Contact 
Gordon, Sandy or treasurer@blackford.org.uk and we’ll help set that up.  

https://d.docs.live.net/2db100e379c44f0b/blackford%20church/Publicity%20and%20promotion/The%20Link/next%20or%20current%20issue/christianaid.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@blackford.org.uk
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5 Ways the COVID-19 Pandemic points us to the Gospel  
 

1. It is good to be confronted with the delusion of 
human independence and self-sufficiency. 
There is no such thing as human independence 
or human self-sufficiency. The move of grace in 
our hearts and lives, is not from dependence to 
independence but from independence to greater 
dependence on God. 

2. God’s sovereign power and glory shine brighter 
when we are weak and life seems out of control. 
Isn’t it amazing that although things, to us, 
seem out of control there is one who sits on the 
throne of the universe? He is the definition of everything that’s wise, 
good, true, holy, righteous, and almighty, and he is in careful control 
of his world. 

3. The greater global pandemic is not COVID-19. It's sin. 
As this pandemic has spread, we’re reminded that there is an even 
greater, darker, more dangerous pandemic. But this is what’s 
amazing: there is a cure. God sent his son to live as we could not 
live, to die an acceptable death, and to rise again—conquering sin 
and death so that there would be a cure for the ultimate disease 

4. Though we are separated from others, nothing can separate us from 
the love of God. 
It’s wonderful to remember that no pandemic—that nothing in all of 
creation—is able to separate us from God and his boundless love. 

5. We are not alone. 
Scripture reminds us that in these moments we don’t have to 
shoulder these burdens alone. Jesus welcomes us when we’re weary 
to come to him and cast our cares on him. 

This scary moment reminds us of the most precious truths of the gospel. 
Instead of focusing on the what-ifs, how about meditating on those 
promises of future glory? God bless you as you do that.  
 

crossway.org/articles/5-ways-the-covid-19-pandemic-points-us-to-the-gospel 
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